OCCASION FOR GRATITUDE, ETC.

and Seventy, that they are called to be
preachers of righteousness. Brethren, every
one of you are called to be preachers of
righteousness as much as I am, as much
as President Taylor, or any other man in
Israel. Everyone who has partaken of the
Priesthood has covenanted to be a preacher
of righteousness, preachers by practice as
well as by precept—in your own families,
among your children, among your neigh-
bors, among your friends, and all around—
and if everyone is thus magnifying his call-
ing, behold! Here is the people of God, and
the fear of God is upon that people, and
the blessings of God cannot be stayed from
them, and they will know the right way,
and walk in it.

The Temple has proceeded very nicely.
It is very gratifying to me, as a member of
the Temple Committee, to observe how
the work has advanced, and to hear Super-
intendent Card say that in about three or
four months, with the ability to use certain
necessary means, the building will be com-
pleted. What a joyful time we have arrived at!
Yet here is a little matter of means that needs
to be attended to, to complete the Temple
and to pay some liabilities that have been
incurred, necessarily, in its erection. The
Superintendent has endeavored to progress
with this work and keep out of debt; but one
thing and another has come along so much
faster than means have come into his hands,
that he has got a little behind. That, howev-
er, is a very small matter. If the Presidents of
Quorums would arise and say to the Elders,
“Let us wake up and pay a dollar a head for
the finishing off of the Temple,” in three
months not only will the Temple be fin-
ished, but every dollar of debt will be paid;
and the Temple could be ready to be
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dedicated next quarterly conference, if the
First Presidency were so minded. It is but
a trifling matter, yet it is a matter of suf-
ficient importance to delay the dedication
of the Temple until it is entirely paid for,
so that we can offer an acceptable offer-
ing unto the Lord. We trust and pray that
God may be pleased to make manifest a
gracious acceptance of this offering, and
that the blessings of heaven may rest down
upon His people.

I rejoice greatly in the glorious latter-
day work that has been commenced, and
that is being extended on every hand. The
Gospel is being spread among the nations
of the earth, among the islands of the sea,
and among the Lamanites, the remnants of
the house of Ephraim, here upon this land.
Ephraim and Mannasseh, a multitude of
nations in the midst of the earth, are reach-
ing out after the house of the Lord, and are
secking counsel at the lips of the servants of
God. The glad tidings have not only gone
to the Sandwich Islands, but also to New
Zealand. The aborigines of that country
have taken hold, and we learn that some-
thing over one hundred of that fraction of
their race have engaged in the work of the
Lord. And not only so, but the inhabitants
of the eastern countries are being wrought
upon by the hand of God, and Judah is
being turned toward Jerusalem. The re-
ports are that many thousands of Jews have
been gathered to the land of Judea, and re-
gions round about, within the last twelve
months. Well, the Lord is at work in all
these matters, and we ought to realize that
we are but an item, as it were, in the great
work that is being carried on.

There is a great deal that I some-
times feel I would like to say, but
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