
jurisdiction. Time will not allow me to 
enter into minute details. Therefore, suf-
fice it to say, that mission judges have 
come here fully determined to convert us 
from the error of our ways, as it appeared 
to them, to the “purity, refinement and 
civilization” of the world! After laboring 
and toiling some years in our midst, find-
ing their decisions frequently overthrown 
by the decisions of the Superior Court at 
Washington, and our Prophet, who had 
been illegally imprisoned, released from 
his confinement, one thing after another 
upset their plans and devices; so that the 
great changes which had been hoped to be 
brought about among us to make us like 
the people of the world, signally failed, and 
the end of that effort was that the poor, 
miserable man who undertook the job, was 
carried home in his coffin.

I must notice one or two other im-
portant facts which have stood out very 
prominently before us, and they were, that 
this people who were not of the world, and 
had no fellowship or love with the world, 
must be restricted in their civil rights and 
military duties, for fear that they should do 
some mischief on a holiday, therefore they 
were forbidden by Gubernatorial Procla
mation to order out a company of infantry 
or cavalry to help to celebrate the Fourth of 
July, as they and their fathers were wont to 
do from time immemorial.

One after another these and similar efforts 
have been made to take our liberties and 
privileges away from us, that we might be 
brought into some sort of contemptible sub-
jection, it would appear. But without stop-
ping to animadvert upon the folly and non-
sense of such a procedure, let me inquire what 
was the result? What followed the procla-

mation that we should not do military duty 
as a people, or protect ourselves even from 
the surrounding savages? Immediately 
when this occurred, it seemed as if the very 
heavens were moved in our behalf, all the 
tribes around us became divested, seem-
ingly, of what hostility they had possessed, 
and ever since that occurred we have had 
the most substantial peace and quiet all 
around us among the natives. How kind 
of Providence it was to so completely re-
move the enmity of the natives when this 
circumstance transpired. We are relieved 
from the unpleasant tax of military duty, 
and even our adversaries are made to be at 
peace with us. What a logic of fact for a 
contentious world to read.

During the past year, the great efforts 
that have been made have seemed to prove 
abortive; special efforts and measures have 
appeared to miscarry; and we have had a 
law right from the Capitol, that seemed as 
if it must tell on the “Mormons.” A class of 
our people have been temporarily divested 
of the right of suffrage; men and women, 
who may have violated some law, and 
many who have never violated any law of 
Congress, have been deprived of their po-
litical rights. But with all this, we still seem 
to live and thrive and prosper faster than 
we have ever done before. The very step it-
self will prove a great blessing to this people 
by separating a portion of those who have 
not the highest respect and veneration for 
all the laws of God, and enabling those 
who have, to be the wiser counselors and 
more efficient aids in advancing the inter-
ests of the Kingdom in the hands of those 
who may be more acceptable in the eyes of 
government to wield administration here 
locally.

But it is a singular fact, a singular
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