
334 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Well, then, my brethren and sisters,

seeing that this is the way that these

matters all move, the way they all op-

erate, should it not inspire in us the

most profound gratitude toward God for

these manifestations of his mercy, good-

ness and blessing unto us. He has made

our fields to abound with plenty. He has

favored us with blessings innumerable

and incomprehensible. We have a peace,

a joy and a satisfaction at heart which

those men who make these desperate

laws cannot contemplate. We rejoice in

the blessings that heaven is bestowing

upon us. Is it not, then, our bounden

duty to testify to God, the angels, and

those that attend upon the covenant peo-

ple of God, that we are determined to

love Him more and serve Him better?

I was pleased to hear the remark made

by one of my brethren yesterday, that he

felt on returning here, after an absence

of five or six years, that there was an

improvement in the spirit and feelings

of the people. This is very manifest to

those who observe and notice it. But

we think there should be a very much

greater improvement. Many of us have

been very careless of some of the com-

mandments; words of wisdom which the

Lord has seen fit to give to us. We have

not used that care, that caution, and that

sound discretion in our daily lives before

Him, which it is becoming we should do.

I propose, brethren and sisters, in view

of this matter, that we take these things

to heart, and see if we can and ought to

draw nearer to God, while He is willing

to draw nearer to us, and thus more fully

sense His blessings, His mercies, and His

loving kindness unto us.

This institution—which President

Taylor so beautifully reviewed yes-

terday morning in the Assembly Hall,

noticing the varied authorities of the

Church and their multifarious duties—

sets forth to every discerning mind, that

the order of God's government presup-

poses and contemplates the strongest

possible form of government that has

ever been known on the earth. Men

have come here in years past, and in

speaking of President Young, they have

said that he had a strong government

here in Utah; and later on, in speak-

ing of President Taylor, that he had a

strong government in Utah, and also

that men coming here from abroad to

govern the people, simply governed the

outsiders, and that the President of the

Church governed the Latter-day Saints.

This is the way the ungodly speak about

it. Latter-day Saints know that the or-

der of God's Church is the perfect or-

der. They know that it is the one in-

tended to give a people strength in the

earth, and that strength is in their righ-

teousness, in their virtue, in their purity;

and in their union and fellowship with

the Spirit, with each other, and with the

heavens.

These principles are very dear and

very glorious, and we ought to rejoice

above all men in the earth. We may

look to the east, to the west, to the north

and to the south, and we see all govern-

ments, all peoples, all nations, all kin-

dreds and tongues stirred up with an ac-

tivity, a spirit of strife and ambition for

superiority, and we see that there is con-

tinual commotion among them in their

political affairs and in their civil rela-

tions. There are a great many distur-

bances continually going on, and many

of the nations are really on the verge

of bankruptcy through the vast debts

created to maintain their numerous

armies, even in the time of peace; while


