RETROSPECTIVE REVIEW OF THE PROVIDENCES OF GOD, ETC.

here among this people, though our liber-
ties are menaced and threatened, and our
peace would be sometimes disturbed if we
would allow it, yet by the blessing of God
we enjoy peace in our hearts, such peace
as the wicked cannot give to us nor take
from us. The voice of Him that spake to
the waves of Gennesaret, and commanded
them to be still, speaks to us, and while
dark clouds and the thunderings and light-
nings roll over the political horizon, yet in
the hearts, in the homes and in the habi-
tations of the just there is peace, such as
the wicked know not of, and it bespeaks
the truth of the revelation which says that
not long hence the people of Zion shall
be the only people that will not be at war
among themselves, and that the day will be
when they who will not take up the sword
against their neighbor, will have to flee to
Zion, of which this is the embryo.

Look abroad and see what the Lord is
doing in the way of judgments. There has
scarcely been a year for many years past
when they have seemed to be so terrible
as they have been during this present year,
so far. Think of one portion of the world
where islands of the sea have been sunk,
and 100,000 people reported destroyed
by earthquake and volcanic eruptions.
And another where it is said some 15,000
or 20,000 were likewise destroyed. Think
of it! And yet the Lord has preserved us
in these mountains—in this region of
country that might scientifically be called
one of the most volcanic portions of the
whole earth. The very face of the earth
tells us its character by its extinct volca-
noes, its silent craters, and numerous hot
springs. Look at the strata of the earth’s
crust in these canyons, and see its nature.
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Also the Lord has manifested His judg-
ments by cyclones, etc. The words of the
Prophet Joseph have been and are being
verified, those words he uttered before he
went to Carthage. Said he: “I call for the
four winds of heaven, the thunderings,
lightnings, earthquakes, whirlwinds, the
hailstorms, pestilence, and the raging seas
to come forth out of their hiding places
and bear testimony of the truth of those
things which I have taught to the inhabi-
tants of the earth as is promised in the rev-
elations that have been given.” These were
some of his last words among the people.
And what have we seen? Scarcely a week
last summer without a cyclone or hurri-
cane happening somewhere in the States,
destroying towns and villages, or parts
thereof.

We live in times, if we only considered
the matter and looked upon it as we should
do, that should cause us to draw near unto
the Lord and to live up to every word that
proceedeth from His mouth.

I wish to bear testimony that this
Gospel and this order of government
which I have been alluding to, is that
which brings down the blessings of Heaven
upon this people. Besides peace and good
order, it brings the gifts and blessings of
the Gospel, the gift of healing to those
who are afflicted and wounded, and who
are walking upon the borders of the grave;
such are restored and healed by its divine
power exercised in the prayers and faith of
the Saints.

The fact of the matter is, those things
which are held out as menaces to us are
the things that preserve us from the hands
of the wicked, and keep us from forget-
ting God, in the time of prosperity. It
is one of the greatest blessings to us
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