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that we are kept continually on the alert,

diligently seeking after Him, putting our

trust in Him, and then to find how suc-

cessfully and perfectly He leads us to tri-

umph over our enemies, and makes the

mischief they would bring upon us recoil

upon their own heads. Saints find it good

to trust in Him.

The great work that is now upon

us—to build temples and to labor in

them, calls upon us to perform our du-

ties faithfully; calls upon Presidents of

Stakes and Bishops of Wards that they

look well among their peoples and see

if they are not taking upon themselves

the responsibilities of other people's sins.

Presidents, High Councilors and Bish-

ops should seek diligently the Spirit of

the Lord, to know how to deal with and

decide between the righteous and the

wicked; to know how to pull up the tares

without pulling up a great number of

the roots of the wheat. When a man

has given himself up to be a drunkard,

to dishonor the cause of God, and to be

picked up in the streets, and to become

a reproach, until people say, "that is one

of your Mormons," it is time the Bish-

ops or Elders, or those whose duty it

is, were looking after him to see that

this evil is put away, and to see that his

wife, who may be the deepest mourner

over this whole matter, and his children,

clothed in sorrow over his conduct—to

see that they are cherished and sus-

tained and preserved, lest while pulling

up the tares you pull up the wheat

also. It requires the skill and wisdom

of the Holy Spirit in all of these things

to know how to deal in the right way,

to save those that can be saved, while

those who will not work righteousness,

may be known as transgressors, and that

we may no longer carry them upon our

faith, and become partakers of their sins.

In the late organization of 1877, a

score of Stakes were organized, a great

many moreWards were instituted, many

menwere called and ordained to be Bish-

ops in the Church who had never given

their attention to consider carefully the

duties of the bishopric. In view of the re-

sponsibilities of this calling—it may not

be thought strange, that some brethren

holding this high and holy office are so

afraid that they would do wrong, that

they even dare not do right! Now, this

is true whether you believe it or not. A

great many men hold these important of-

fices who are so timid and so fearful lest

they should do wrong, that they are slow

and backward in doing the thing which

is right. Now, what is it that makes

a man useful and strong in his calling

and labors? Is it not his constant la-

bor, and the diligent, actual performance

of his duties? What is it that makes

the blacksmith's right arm stronger than

any other man's? It is because he is all

the time using it, and in this way his

arm acquires that practice which gives

it the greatest attainable strength. If

the brethren standing in these respon-

sible places, whether they be Presidents

of Stakes or Bishops of Wards, see any-

thing wrong in their Wards, it is their

duty to get after it. And it is notably

the duty of a teacher to be conversant

with the people, and to see that there

is no iniquity in the Church. Instead of

hardness of feeling or division of senti-

ment, or mischief of any kind being al-

lowed to exist in your Stake, until it pro-

duces party strife, and people take sides

with one and sides with another, it is

far better to get after the mischief at

once, find out where it is, root it out,

and set matters right before the peace of

families, of neighborhoods, and perhaps


