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of the Ward is disturbed. I wish the

brethren in authority would heed this

matter and wake up to their duties, and

not act merely as figureheads, but more

like men of God clothed with authority

and power. When men standing in such

responsible positions are so backward in

their duties, they don't know the power

of God, nor the spirit of their callings;

but the moment they step forward and

take hold with a prayerful heart, coming

from their closets, clothed with the Spirit

of God, they find they have the power

to make peace and restore union, fellow-

ship and love in the midst of the people,

and the people love and bless them in re-

turn. Blessed are the peacemakers, for

they shall be called the children of God.

We need a great deal of missionary

service at home. We need a deal of la-

bor in all the spheres of life—in the fam-

ilies, in the Wards, and in the Stakes of

Zion, which are organized and are be-

ing built up in the Church in these latter

times. The work is constantly spreading.

Stakes are being organized in different

parts of the country, and the work of God

is prospering. Our enemies "can do noth-

ing against the truth, but rather for the

truth;" for God will sanctify their evil de-

signs and their wicked and ungodly pur-

poses, to bring to pass His ends and to

magnify His name and to honor Him in

the earth.

Let us humble ourselves before the

Lord, let us keep His commandments

and teach our children so to do. Let

us teach them the principles of pu-

rity and righteousness, so that they

may go to the house of the Lord pure

as they were born, free from sin, and

while there to enter into covenants

with God that shall abide and stand

while time shall last and eternity en-

dure; that they may live, grow and in-

crease, as Abraham grew and increased,

become as the stars of heaven, and as the

sand which is upon the seashore for mul-

titude. For the blessings of Abraham,

Isaac and Jacob, have come down upon

us. And they that are the children of

Abraham will do the works of Abraham.

Let us not forget it; that they that would

inherit the blessings of Abraham, must

do the works of Abraham, to entitle them

to these blessings.

Let us draw near to the Lord with our

households, and strengthen ourselves in

the truth. "Righteousness exalteth a na-

tion; but sin is a reproach to any people."

We ought to be more careful concern-

ing the observance of the Sabbath. We

talk of the great things of the laws of

God, such as adultery, and those greater

crimes, and murder, which are less fre-

quently committed, but which are most

terrible in their effects upon those who

do, and are terrible also in their effects

upon those who are surrounded and are

connected therewith; but let us attend

also to the Sabbath, to keep it holy, and

go to our meeting and be more dutiful in

that respect, and not go to the canyons,

or hunt stock, and attend to a multi-

tude of things, which otherwise might

be avoided. Let us avoid if we are go-

ing a journey, starting on a Sunday, "just

to save one day more for business." Let

us undertake no manner of business on

that day. Let us reverence the Sabbath

as God has commanded us in the rev-

elations of the last days. It is one of

the ten commandments. "Six days shalt

thou labor, and do all thy work: But the

seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord

thy God: in it thou shalt not do any

work," etc. The Lord has been particular.


