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which prevails always in the midst of
the Saints of God. It is a great blessing
which God has bestowed upon us in giv-
ing unto us peace. It is a blessing that is
beyond price, incomparably greater than
almost any other blessing that we can
enjoy; for without it the other blessings
that we might have would be, to a great
extent, obscured by the absence of peace.

I have been asked by a few whom
I have met since my arrival yesterday
morning in the city, if there is not a
great deal of excitement in the east con-
cerning us. Some of the utterances of
the papers probably have given this im-
pression. But so far as my observation
has gone I have seen no greater excite-
ment at this time than is usual, or has
been usual in years past, prior to the
meeting of Congress. There is doubtless
a desire on the part of those who are
anxious to do us an injury, to endeavor,
by misrepresentation and falsehood, to
arouse feelings against us, and to make
it appear necessary to politicians and
public men that something should be
done with us to check the growth of
this much feared organization of the
Church of God. And it is astonishing—
it would be at least astonishing if we
had not seen so many instances of
this character—how men resort to the
most unfounded falsehoods—falsehoods
which do not have even the color or foun-
dation or the semblance of anything real
and truthful—to accomplish their pur-
poses. But presuming upon the credulity
of the public respecting everything con-
nected with our Church and our or-
ganization and movements, men aban-
don themselves to the most reckless as-
sertions concerning us, without seem-
ing to have the least fear of their be-
ing contradicted, and thinking, appar-
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ently, that anything they can say about
us, however false, will be swallowed by
the credulous public. In this very thing
consists, to a great extent, the weakness
of the opposition that is arrayed against
the Church of God. Falsehood has no ex-
istence only so far as the mere relation or
statement of it is concerned. There is no
foundation to it. There is nothing tan-
gible about it. It is a lie, and it may be
said, therefore, to be nonexistent. And
this opposition against us—that is, oppo-
sition of this character—can do us in the
end no real injury, because truth must
eventually prevail, in our case at least.
That which is real, that which is true,
that which is genuine, that which has
an existence, must in the very nature of
things prevail in the contest with false-
hood and misrepresentation. In this con-
sists, I may say, our strength. We know
that these statements which are made,
so many of them, concerning us are false,
and we can afford to wait to see the de-
velopments which will follow, especially
when we understand, as we do, that God,
our Eternal Father, has made promises
unto us concerning this very condition of
things to which I am now alluding. It is
not a new thing for us to have this to con-
tend with. We have been warned about
it from the beginning, and in fact before
the Church itself was organized. The
Prophet Joseph was told what he might
expect, and what all who associated
themselves with him in the belief and
practice of the truth might expect, and
the warnings that were then given, and
which have been so often repeated since
to us as a people, certainly have had the
effect of preparing us—to some extent at
least—to encounter the evils with which
we have been assailed and with which



