PROMISES MADE TO THE SAINTS.

we have had to cope. God, our Eter-
nal Father, as I have said, has made
promises unto us concerning this. We
are not left to imagine what shall be
the result. The mind of the Latter-day
Saint is not left a prey to apprehen-
sions and fears; for God, by His word,
has removed these, and has given us im-
mutable promises which the experience
of 53 years has proved to us to be reli-
able. We have proved them to be true in
the past, and we certainly can rely upon
them for the future.

There is only one thing connected
with this work—speaking for myself
individually—concerning which I have
any fear, and that is ourselves. I never
had any feeling of fear while I was at
Washington, and the clouds were dark
and menacing, and our enemies were
threatening and active in their prepa-
rations to assail us; I never had, I can
truthfully say, any fear as to the re-
sult of their operations so long as the
Saints at home were united and were
seeking to keep the commandments of
God. But when I heard, as I did upon
one or two occasions, about division—for
instance in election matters—and hear-
ing of brethren not being united upon
questions of policy, then, I confess that
a feeling—a sickening feeling, if I may so
describe it—would sometimes take pos-
session of me.

God, in the revelation that I have
read to you, has plainly given a promise
unto this people, this Church.

"But verily I say unto you, that I have
decreed a decree which my people shall
realize, inasmuch as they hearken from
this very hour unto the counsel which I,
the Lord their God, shall give unto them.

"Behold they shall, for I have
decreed it, begin to prevail against
mine enemies from this very hour.
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"And by hearkening to observe all
the words which I, the Lord their God,
shall speak unto them, they shall never
cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the
world are subdued under my feet, and
the earth is given unto the saints, to pos-
sess it forever."

Now, here is a promise that the Lord
has given, He says, by a positive decree.
It is a promise given with conditions, and
if the conditions should be observed we
may rest assured that the promise, in its
entirety will be fulfilled. There are no
reservations about it, only the reserva-
tion connected with the condition upon
which it is made. "They shall prevail"—
that is if they keep His commandments,
if they observe the counsel which He has
given unto us. Now in the next para-
graph he says:

"But inasmuch as they keep not my
commandments, and hearken not to ob-
serve all my words, the kingdoms of this
world shall prevail against them." Our
fate, therefore, as a people—that is, as
individuals at least—is plainly pointed
out unto us in these two or three para-
graphs. The principle upon which we can
be successful as a people is given unto
us so that we cannot be mistaken con-
cerning it. Also if we should be unsuc-
cessful, if we should fail and become sub-
ject to our enemies, the causes by which
subjection shall be brought to pass are
plainly pointed out to us. The experi-
ence of the years that have elapsed since
this revelation was given in which these
promises are embodied, has proved to
us most clearly the truth of the word of
the Lord here spoken. There has never
been an hour since the Lord gave this
word unto the Church—not one hour—
that they have not prevailed over His en-
emies, when they have hearkened unto



