360

His words and kept His commandments.
Where we have been surrounded by cir-
cumstances of the most threatening char-
acter, when there seemed to be no possible
way of escape, God has opened, in the
most marvelous manner, the path before
this people and made it plain, and that
which has seemed like an impassable barri-
er before them has been removed, and they
have been enabled to pursue the path that
was right for them to walk in. We know
by experience that when the Latter-day
Saints have been most faithful, have been
most diligent, when they have been most
zealous in preaching the Gospel, in build-
ing temples, in carrying out the word of
our God as He has given it unto us, then
the anger of our enemies has been most
fierce against us. But notwithstanding the
fierceness and the heat with which it has
burned, it has been powerless against this
people to injure us or to interfere in any
manner with our growth, and with the ac-
complishment of the purposes of God en-
trusted to us. God knows this is so, and we
know it. We have proved it to our entire
satisfaction—it seems to me so at least. It
is no good sign for us to be beloved by the
world, and to be spoken kindly of by the
world, however pleasant it may be to us,
and however much we may shrink from
the opposite condition of affairs, and dread
its manifestation, and wish that it could
be otherwise—and it is natural to human
nature to shrink from these trials—never-
theless it is one of the worst signs for us
as a people to be spoken well of by the
world, and to be free from threatenings,
from opposition, and from hatred. It is not
the true condition for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints to be in, to be
petted by the world, to be fostered by the
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world, to be spoken well of by the world,
to be welcomed by the world, to have favor
showered upon it by the world, because
we ought not to be of the world, God hav-
ing chosen us out of the world. Our true
condition is that which we occupy today.
I welcome it; I thank God for it; for the
manifestations that I see around me con-
cerning us, bear ample testimony to me
that the Latter-day Saints are striving to
keep the commandments of God; that they
are doing the will of God, or this anger,
these manifestations of hatred, this intense
opposition, these groundless accusations
would not have an existence against us. I
say this is the condition that God has de-
signed that we should occupy, and instead
of our feeling to dread it, to wish it were
otherwise, to shrink from it, let us rather
glory in it, thank God from the bottom of
our hearts that we are connected with his
work and have the privilege of taking part
in such scenes as these—scenes in which
our predecessors, who have gone to the
rest of our God, have shared, in their day
and generation. Let us thank Him that
we live upon the earth and have this
opportunity—this great and glorious
opportunity—of showing unto Him
that we are devoted to that Gospel that
He has revealed, to its principles, its
ordinances, its endowments and powers,
and to the Church that is organized upon
the earth, in the plenitude of its power,
in these last days. These are opportunities
for which we should be most profoundly
grateful. Instead of shrinking from them,
instead of being sorry for them, instead of
feeling to dread them, we should have the
opposite feeling, one of thankfulness and
gratitude unto God that we are permitted
to share in them, and to live at a time
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