
like the present. I thank God with all my 
heart for this myself: and so far as these 
manifestations are concerned, they cause 
only one feeling within me—have done so 
far—and that is a feeling of rejoicing and 
thanksgiving within my bosom to see the 
fulfillment of the predictions of the holy 
prophets concerning this work, and the ha-
tred of the world against it.

Now, what have we to fear? The only 
cause of fear in my mind is, as I have said, 
concerning ourselves—divisions, differ-
ences of views, ideas concerning the course 
that should be pursued, that may not be 
in accordance with the mind and will of 
God. It is of the utmost importance to 
us as a people that we should be united. 
Our strength, our prosperity, our success 
in the past, have been due to union. It 
is the union of the people that has been 
hated, and that has brought upon us the 
persecution that we have had to contend 
with. That is all that gives us importance 
in the earth. Strip us of union, and what is 
there about 200,000 Latter-day Saints in 
the Rocky Mountains that is at all remark-
able or worthy of note? Well, we would 
be like 200,000 people anywhere else, full 
of division and strife, who do not amount 
to anything or have any particular im-
portance. But unite 150,000 or 200,000 
people together, of one heart and of one 
mind, a people who are increasing, and 
there is a power manifest that impresses 
men. They feel that there is an unusual 
power and influence there which they  
cannot comprehend, it is so different from 
the systems with which they are famil-
iar. The fact that these people are united 
creates a dread in the breasts of those  
who dislike them. It is this, my brethren 
and sisters, that has given us influence,

that has given us importance, that has 
made us what we are, that causes us to oc-
cupy the position that we do. Take this 
away from us, and we are indeed, as this 
revelation has said, like salt that has lost its 
savor, good for nothing but to be thrown 
out and trampled under foot of men. Take 
away from us as a people the principle of 
union, and you take away from us the salt 
that makes us the savor that we are today. 
And it is of the utmost importance for us 
as a people, that we should keep this con-
stantly in view. It is against this and against 
that authority which makes us a united 
people, that the whole of the attack against 
us is directed. It is the revelations of Jesus 
Christ, through that Priesthood coming 
unto us, giving testimony unto us by the 
Holy Ghost, that has brought us unto this 
union, unto this oneness that is so charac-
teristic of this Church. It is against the au-
thority that has produced these results, that 
the whole strength of the adversaries of this 
kingdom is directed.

We hear about plural marriage, or po-
lygamy as it is termed. That is merely a 
war cry. It is merely used because it is a 
popular catchword, and they who use it 
know full well that they only use it in that 
form and for that purpose; but that is not 
the real thing at issue. There is something 
more than that, deeper than that, higher 
than that, broader than that; but it is not 
necessary to let it be known that they 
are aiming at that. Polygamy, therefore, 
answers the purpose. It appeals to the  
ignorant; it excites the clergy; it stirs up 
the passions of the impure, and it in-
flames the hatred that is necessary to in-
tensify this conflict. But if such a thing 
were possible that polygamy could be 
wiped out today, without wiping out our
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