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faith and making us apostates, and ev-

ery man who has a plural wife was to

put her away, it would not lessen the ha-

tred of those who oppose this work—not

one particle. Of course, if we became

apostates we would be like the world,

and we would be of the world. But I re-

peat, it is not polygamy; we know that.

We know that the fiercest persecution we

have passed through in our experience

was anterior to the practice of polygamy,

was when polygamywas not a doctrine of

this Church, when it was not a practice

of any member of this Church. There-

fore, the hatred that is entertained today

against this work is not traceable to that

doctrine nor to that practice. It is the

organization of the Church of God upon

the earth. It is the restoration of the

Holy Priesthood. It is the authority by

which man is bound to man, by the effec-

tive bond of union that has been so won-

derfully manifest in the history of this

people from the commencement until the

present time. It is that which is hated.

It is the gathering of the people together.

As General Clark said, who led the mili-

tia at Far West, when the brethren were

prisoners, said he: "I would advise you

to scatter abroad, and never again or-

ganize yourselves with Bishops, Presi-

dents, etc., lest you excite the jealousies

of the people, and subject yourselves to

the same calamities that have now come

upon you * * * my advice is that you

become as other citizens lest by a re-

currence of these events you bring upon

yourselves irretrievable ruin."

Unwittingly he told a great truth

pregnant with meaning. That is re-

ally the great cause of hatred against

this people. If you were to di-

vide up and cease to listen to your

Bishops, to your presiding author-

ities, to the Presidents of your Stakes,

to the Apostles, to the Presidency of the

Church, what is there about you that

would excite opposition? What is there

about you that would make you worthy

of newspaper notice? As I have said, you

would be like any other number of citi-

zens who are not banded together by the

ties of the everlasting covenant and of

the Gospel. Having had the truth, and

having had the savor of righteousness,

you would be like salt that had lost its

savor, it would be good for nothing, fit

for no other purpose but to be cast out

and trodden under the feet of men. This

figure of the Savior's in this revelation—

and as He used it to His disciples—is a

most forcible and comprehensive figure.

There is no article in the world that is so

utterly worthless as salt after it has lost

its savor. You cannot use it for any pur-

pose, and it is good for nothing except to

be trodden under the feet of men. And

how truthfully it is exemplified in the

history of this people. When a man has

lost the Spirit of God, become an apos-

tate to the work of God, of what further

use is he? He is good for nothing. He

don't make even a good sectarian. And

it would be so with us as a people if we

were to lose the salt of the Spirit of God;

we would be good for nothing.

Now, there is only one way in which

the commandments of God can be re-

vealed unto us. God has not left this in

doubt. He has not left us to grope in the

dark respectingHis methods of revealing

His mind and will unto His children. In

the very beginning of the work of God in

these last days, to remove all doubt upon

this subject, God gave revelations unto

this Church in exceeding great plain-

ness, and there was one principle that


