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in the earth at one time holding the

keys and giving the commandments of

God—or rather the Lord giving His com-

mandments through him in writing to

the Church.

In the early days there was a man

that was a witness to the Book of Mor-

mon, who had been selected by the Lord

to handle the plates, to heft them, and

then to write his testimony concerning

that which he had seen and felt. He

obtained possession of a seer stone—or

as it is called sometimes, a peep-stone.

Through this peep-stone he professed to

obtain revelations, which he wrote. And

the Lord gave a commandment upon the

subject, and Oliver Cowdery was com-

manded to take Hiram Page by himself

and talk to him upon the subject. He was

instructed to tell him that that which he

had received through that stone was not

of God, and that Satan deceived him. He

was told that this power was not given to

him, and "neither shall anything be ap-

pointed unto any of this church contrary

to the church covenants." That is, there

was only one man upon the earth who

had a right to give to the Church com-

mandments concerning the word of God,

and the conduct of the word of God, and

that was the man whomHe had selected.

Thus plainly in the very beginning of

this work, the very threshold of it, there

was no doubt left upon theminds of those

who received the revelations of God con-

cerning the policy of the Lord in the

building up of this work upon the earth.

You can see, readily, if you will reflect

for a few moments upon the subject how

necessary it is that this should be the

case. Invest two men with that power,

and what is the result? Why, there

is an opportunity for division. Invest

twelve men with it, and you have the

same result to an increased extent. In-

vest the whole body of the people with

it, and what would be the result? You

can understand this by a very little re-

flection. It is not God's way of doing. It

is not God's manner of building up His

kingdom. It is not the way that He has

founded His Church, neither in this day

nor in any other day when He had a

church upon the earth. It is through this

source that commandments must come

to the people of God. It is through this

source that the word of God has come

to this people during the 53 years that

have now elapsed. The prosperity of this

people, their success, and the triumphs

that have attended this work are due

to this, that God has chosen one man,

and through him has given His word

unto His people, and by listening to His

counsel, by obeying the manifestations

of God through him, they have been led

in this career of prosperity upon which

we have entered, and in which we are

now traveling. I wish to impress this

with all the power of which I am capa-

ble upon the minds of my brethren and

sisters who are here today, and upon

this entire Church. I wish them to un-

derstand it. I bear testimony, as a ser-

vant of God, that this is the way, God

having revealed it unto me to my per-

fect knowledge, to my perfect satisfac-

tion and understanding. There can be

no two channels; there is but one; God

having chosen but one. Now, as long as

we keep this in mind we are in no dan-

ger as a people—that is if we keep it in

mind and obey it. I am willing to stake

my reputation—I never claim to be much

of a prophet; I do not talk much about

prophecy—but as a servant of God I am

willing to stake my reputation in making


