
to say whether the devices of the wicked 
are going to have the effect of causing you 
not to heed the man of God, the man who 
holds the keys of the Eternal Priesthood of 
God, the man chosen by eternity, by the 
Lord himself; it is for you to say whether 
you by these devices, will no longer pay 
heed and attention to his counsels. It is for 
you to answer this momentous question. I 
am in no fear as to the result. I have no 
doubts myself as to the result. There may 
be unwise persons among us. There may 
be some who may not have faith. There 
may be some who may be prompted by 
some improper ambition; but I am glad 
that in the providence of God there is an 
opportunity given to all such to show their 
true characters, if there be such among 
us. I accept all these things as wise in the 
providence of our God, He having this 
work in charge; I accept it as one of His 
divine providences in regard to this work, 
to test this people, to prove us, to put us 
upon trial, to have us learn ourselves; and 
not only this, but to show the world—the 
great world of mankind, who are looking 
now with intense expectation, watching 
the results of these experiments in Utah—
that we may show unto them that God 
is still with us, and that notwithstanding 
all the efforts of the wicked, we are still a 
united people, willing to listen to the voice 
of God, through his divinely appointed 
servant—the medium that He has cho-
sen. The world must know that the men 
through whose administrations we have 
received these precious gifts of the Gospel, 
are still the men who have authority with 
God, and who have a claim upon His 
blessings and His sustaining care. These 
results I expect to see wrought out by this 
that is now being done.

It is a most extraordinary thing that this 
Edmunds law—a law which is so uncon-
stitutional in every aspect—should now be 
looked upon almost as a meritorious law, 
and that because we have not split into 
pieces under its operation, and it has not 
produced the results designed by its author, 
and those who urged its passage—it should 
now, as I have said, be talked about as 
though it were a benign law, and designed 
for our good; and because we do not accept 
it as such it should be considered as a suffi-
cient reason that there should be additional 
legislation! It is a most extraordinary posi-
tion to assume. Yet this is the position that 
is taken by many.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I used 
a figure many years ago, when we used 
to meet in the old bowery, before the 
new tabernacle was built, to which I will 
refer today. It was at a time when there 
was considerable talk about our moving 
away from here. Astrologers were pre-
dicting this, and there were some who 
seemed inclined to put credence in their 
sayings. In remarks upon one occasion 
I said, that it had been my habit when 
I crossed the ocean—and I had been on 
both the Pacific and the Atlantic oceans 
many times—when a storm came up, or 
we appeared to be in danger from ice or 
any other cause—to watch the captain 
of the ship. I noted his demeanor, and I 
thought that by it I could form a correct 
idea of our danger. He knew the ship. He 
knew her capabilities. He knew, prob-
ably better than anyone else about our 
position and our danger, and therefore, 
as I have said, I took pleasure in watching  
his demeanor. And so it is in regard to  
the work of God. It is my privilege as  
an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ to  
have the revelations of Jesus. It is my

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES366

JOD Vol 24-LIVE.indd   366JOD Vol 24-LIVE.indd   366 5/26/20   6:50 PM5/26/20   6:50 PM


