
PROMISES MADE TO THE SAINTS. 367

privilege to live so as to have the gift

of prophecy, and to have wisdom and

knowledge from God. It is my privilege

to have all these gifts and blessings rest-

ing down upon me by virtue of my call-

ing. If I am faithful thereto they will

rest upon me. But it is not my privilege

to guide this ship. It is not my privilege

to write revelations or commandments to

this Church. Much as I may rejoice in

the knowledge of God, much as I may

be possessed of the revelations of Jesus,

that is not a privilege which has been

accorded unto me, nor has it been ac-

corded unto any other Apostle, or officer,

or member of this Church, but one, and

that is the man whom God has chosen to

hold the keys. Therefore, in times of dan-

ger, whatever my own feelings may be—

and as those who are acquainted withme

know, I have pronounced opinions gener-

ally upon every subject that is brought

up—notwithstanding this characteristic,

I look always, and always have looked to

the man whomGod has placed to preside

over His people. I watch his demeanor.

I know that it is for him to give the sig-

nal. It is for him to direct the movements

of the crew of the Ship Zion. It is for

him to direct how she shall be steered, so

far as human power is necessary for this

purpose, and when there are no tremors

in him, when there are no indications of

fear on his part, when he feels serene

and confident, I know that I can do so

with the utmost safety, and that this en-

tire people can trust in that God who

has placed a prophet, a seer, and a rev-

elator to preside over His people upon

the earth. We need not be afraid. We

need not tremble. We need not give way

to anxiety. That which we ought to do

is to seek for the mind and will of God.

I wish that the men of Zion would do this

more than they do. I am jealous for my

God. I am jealous for the authority of the

Holy Priesthood that He has bestowed

upon men. I dislike to see my brethren

yield to the influence of those who are

outside of us, and who assail this work

and say, "you are governed too much by

your leaders." When I see men doing that

I fear and tremble for them. They yield

to an influence that is not of God, the in-

fluence of the world, the influence that is

fighting Zion. I like to see a man loyal

to this work, loyal to the cause of God,

loyal to the Holy Priesthood, determined

to stand by it. It is all that has saved

us thus far; it is all that has given us

power thus far in the earth, and when we

desert that, God will desert us and leave

us to ourselves. I am jealous, therefore,

for my God. I am jealous for the Holy

Priesthood. I am jealous for the honor,

the dignity of the man who presides over

Zion, and I always have been. Through

my entire life I have had this feeling. It

is not a new feeling. It is one that was

born in me, and it continues with me,

and I pray that it always may be my feel-

ing as long as I live upon the earth. I

want to die having that feeling; I know

that it is the right feeling, and that we

are always in the right path when we are

seeking the counsel of God through His

appointed servant.

God help you, my brethren and sis-

ters; God help every man in Zion; God

help me and all who stand in leading

positions in this Church to bear this in

mind, and to be humble, meek and lowly,

obedient to the counsel of God's servant,

that in the end God may crown us in

His celestial kingdom, which I ask in the

name of Jesus, Amen.


