
that angels had descended from heaven 
once more and communicated God’s will 
unto man; that the Holy Ghost had been 
poured out according to the ancient prom-
ise; that the Church had been organized 
according to the ancient pattern, and that 
the gifts had been restored as they existed 
in former times. The argument that was 
used against these testimonies was this: 
that for nearly 1,800 years or thereabouts, 
there had been no communication of this 
character, there had been no heavenly 
visitations; prophets had not been known 
among men since the days of the Apostles, 
and, therefore, this being the case, it was an 
evidence, they contended, that it was not 
God’s design that there should be any of 
those gifts and blessings, and that that con-
dition of affairs which existed—or which 
they declared existed—was the condition 
that God designed should exist and should 
continue to exist until the end of time.

Now, the world in this way took advan-
tage of its own wrong, and sought to justify 
itself by that which had been brought to 
pass by its own actions, attributing to God 
that which was traceable to man, and which 
was the result of man’s conduct; for the 
unbroken silence which reigned between 
heaven and earth was not because God pre-
ferred to have that condition of affairs ex-
ist, but was the result of man’s own actions. 
God had sent messengers; He had sent His 
only Begotten Son, and had given unto 
Him His Gospel to declare unto the inhab-
itants of the earth, and after a short resi-
dence among them they slew Him. They 
would not have Him or His teachings, and 
they were determined that He should have 
no place among them. Not content with 
slaying Him, they continued the warfare

against the organization that He estab-
lished upon the earth at that time, until 
they slew every man whom He had cho-
sen—that is, they either slew them or 
drove them from their midst. The result 
was that the earth was stained with the 
blood of the Son of God, and of His cho-
sen Apostles and Prophets. No one could 
live among the inhabitants of the earth at 
that time who professed to have any rev-
elation from God, or to be a divine mes-
senger; for if he made such a proclamation, 
and it was in truth, the whole power of 
Satan, manifested through the inhabitants 
of the earth, was hurled against him, and 
he was either slain or compelled to flee.

This being the case, is it any won-
der that there should be no voice of rev-
elation—that God should leave His chil-
dren to themselves? I will tell you how 
I feel about my family. If I had children 
that were determined not to listen to my 
counsel, nor to obey that which I said to 
them, but should treat my instructions 
with contempt, I would say to them: “You 
can go your own way. You and I have 
chosen different paths. You have cho-
sen one path and I have chosen another. 
Now, if you and I go together, you will 
have to go with me, and not I with you, 
and if you don’t do that we separate; you 
take your path and I take mine.” And it 
seems as though the Almighty had tak-
en that course with His children. They 
had slain all His chosen people and had 
left none of them upon the earth. They 
had hunted them, persecuted them and 
slain them until there was none left; and 
the authority which God had bestowed 
upon men through His Only Begotten 
Son had fled—that is, the men who held 
it had been exterminated. What then?  
“Why,” said He, seemingly—that is, we may
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