
372 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Almighty Himself—by the appearance

of God, the Father, and His Son Jesus

Christ, to the boy Joseph, as he kneeled

in the forest beseeching God for knowl-

edge concerning Him, and concerning

the Gospel of salvation. In one mo-

ment all the darkness disappeared, and

once more there was a man found on the

earth, embodied in the flesh, who had

seen God, who had seen Jesus, and who

could describe the personality of both.

Faith was again restored to the earth,

the true faith and the true knowledge

concerning our Creator, our Father, the

Being from whence we derive our origin.

This revelation dissipated all misconcep-

tions and all false ideas, and removed

the uncertainty that had existed respect-

ing these matters. The Father came ac-

companied by the Son, thus showing that

there were two personages of the God-

head, two presiding personages whom

we worship and to whom we look, the

one the Father, and the other the Son.

Joseph saw that the Father had a form;

that He had a head; that He had arms;

that He had limbs; that He had feet;

that He had a face and a tongue with

which to express His thoughts; for He

said unto Joseph: "This is My Beloved

Son"—pointing to the Son—"Hear Him!"

Now, it was meant that this knowl-

edge should be restored first of all.

It seems so, at least, from the fact

that God Himself came; it seems that

this knowledge had to be restored as

the basis for all true faith to be built

upon. There can be no faith that is

not built upon a true conception of God

our Father. Therefore, before even an-

gels came, He came Himself, accompa-

nied by His Son, and revealed Him-

self once more to man upon the earth.

As I have said, the set time had come,

the instrument had been born—the in-

strument that had been selected doubt-

less as much as the Son of God had been

selected to accomplish His mission—that

is, He had also been selected from be-

fore the foundation of the world, to come

and to be the instrument in the hands

of God to again lay the foundation of

His Church upon the earth—that instru-

ment had been born and the set time had

come for the establishment of the work

of the Lord. Joseph Smith had the nec-

essary gifts and qualifications by which

he was enabled to seek unto God with

such irresistible faith that God heard

his prayer and granted unto him the de-

sire of his heart by revealing Himself

unto him and giving unto him the in-

structions which He did. This was fol-

lowed by other ministrations—the min-

istrations of angels. In the sectarian

world you can scarcely see a picture of

an angel without having a pair of wings

attached, and every angel looks like a

woman. Such ideas have come down

through ages. And who knew differ-

ently? Who could tell anything about

it? As with the being of God Himself,

so there were false conceptions concern-

ing the character of angels, and there

was no man who could correct them, be-

cause all were alike in ignorance, and

all were alike a prey to the traditions

that had been handed down. But when

Joseph received the ministration of an

angel—or angels, for he was visited by

more than one—he saw that they were

men, and that they had not feathered af-

ter death, that they did not have wings,

but that they were glorified men, or

men who had received glory from God;

they were personages like they were

on the earth. Thus a true conception


