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arguments in favor of God being a per-

sonal being, of there being a personal

God—that is, a God with a form like a

man, or that man, rather, had a form

like God. The world has profited by the

ideas which the Prophet Joseph received

from heaven. Until these truths were

revealed all was vagueness, doubt, un-

certainty. Satan reigned over the earth.

He swayed, it might be said, almost an

undisturbed scepter. There was no one,

scarcely, upon the face of the earth to dis-

pute his reign. A few that did so, even

though they did not have the Priesthood,

were speedily crushed. For instance, the

Huguenots, and others, who, in moun-

tains and recesses and distant places,

sought for a purer worship, were speed-

ily extirpated. Satan was determined

to reign with undisputed sway. During

this reign he had slain the Son of God,

and every man who testified of Him. He

was determined to control this earth,

and that has been his determination all

the time. When the Prophet Joseph re-

ceived those revelations from God, he

leveled at him all his artillery; he made

him the target for all his attacks; he

hounded him from morning to night; he

concocted every plot that could be con-

ceived of, to destroy him from the face

of the earth. Joseph's great anxiety all

the time was to bestow the keys and au-

thority of the Holy Priesthood, so that at

his death they would not be taken from

the earth. His aim from the beginning

was to this end. He urged the Saints

forward to build the Temple in Kirt-

land, so that he might bestow upon some

that knowledge and authority which God

had given to him. And then afterwards

in Nauvoo, the burden of his thoughts

and talk was to urge the Saints to

push forward the Temple there, so that

he could bestow upon them the keys and

authority which God had restored from

heaven. He feared lest he should die un-

til these were bestowed upon men. But

God preserved his life until every key,

every authority, every power and every

gift that he had received from the eter-

nal worlds, through the ministration of

angels, from the days of Adam down to

the days of Moroni, was again restored

to the earth and sealed upon the heads

of men, and then it proved more dif-

ficult for Satan to accomplish his pur-

pose. He slew Joseph; but it was too late

to prevent him communicating that au-

thority which he had received; and the

Church organization was preserved on

the earth. Joseph lived long enough, as

did our Elder Brother Jesus, to accom-

plish the work God sent him to do. He

laid the foundation of the Church. He

laid it so deep that it will never be over-

thrown. He bestowed upon man the ev-

erlasting Priesthood, with all its author-

ity, from the Apostleship down to the au-

thority of a Deacon, with every key, every

endowment and every ordinance neces-

sary to accomplish the work of God upon

the earth. Then Satan raged, and he

has raged ever since. You wonder many

times, doubtless, at the hatred exhibited

to this Church and people. If you could

see the eternal worlds; if the vision of

your mind could be opened to the scene;

if you could have the veil withdrawn, you

would not wonder at it when you under-

stood the real character of the stake that

is being fought for. It is the supremacy

of this earth that is being contended for.

Satan is determined that God shall not

have this earth, and that He shall not

reign here; he is determined in this, and

if he could he would shed the blood of


