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put away sin far from us. We should live so
that our God will be very near to us. And
we should encourage faith in our hearts.
There is a class of people who have
been disfranchised because they have cho-
sen to obey the word of God; they have
been excluded from the polls, excluded
from office, and another class of Latter-
day Saints are now in possession of the of-
fices. Shall those who have not obeyed the
law of God as perfectly as their brethren
and sisters—shall they look down upon
those who have obeyed that law and say:
“You have been put out of office; we have
chosen the better part; we have done that
which has resulted in the most good; and
if it had not been that we were reluctant
to obey that law, this Territory today
would not be in the hands of the Latter-
day Saints?” Shall that be the expression
of feeling on the part of those who have
been, for various reasons, prevented from
obeying the fullness of the law of God?
Woe! to this people if that were to be the
feeling. I bear my testimony this day that
God has commanded us, His servants, to
obey His law, and I would not, for all this
world, for all its honors, and for every-
thing that is within the power of man
to bestow—I would not be in any other
condition than the one I am in, so far as
that law is concerned. I dare not risk my
salvation outside of obedience to that law.
There may be men who will get into the
celestial kingdom who have not obeyed
that law—God will be their judge—but I
dare not put myself in that position; I dare
not risk my eternal salvation and exalta-
tion on any such contingency as that. The
law has been revealed. The moment the
revelation was published and it came to
my knowledge, it became a command to
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me—though I was not mentioned per-
sonally—and I accepted it as such. I have
obeyed it as such, believing in my heart
that God will save and exalt all those who
perfectly carry it out. It is the hatred of that
principle among others, that creates excite-
ment. Yet, by that principle, God has de-
signed to accomplish His purposes on the
earth, and to redeem His people from the
evils which afflict mankind at the present
day. The other agencies that are at work
among men today, are complete failures.
What has all Christendom done towards
stopping or arresting the progress of pros-
titution? All the preachers combined have
no more effect upon it than the whistling
of the wind. It increases and spreads. And
who shall deliver mankind from that sin
and dreadful train of evils? There is noth-
ing that can do so but the power of God,
the commandments of God, and the rev-
elations of God. God has revealed the law
by which it shall be accomplished, and we
have seen the effects of it to a certain ex-
tent. We see a generation growing up here,
young men and young women, who are
the admiration of all who behold them—
fine physical specimens of manhood and
womanhood—pleasant faces and lovely
countenances and forms—showing that
the blessings of God have evidently rested
upon the parents. I thought of Brother
Smoot’s case. I remarked but for plural-
ity, he would today have been without a
child of his own. But see what a number of
children he has, and what beautiful chil-
dren they are. It is so everywhere through-
out these mountains. The blessing of
God has rested down upon His servants.
Their houses are filled with beautiful chil-
dren. The blessing of God has attended
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