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I likewise can bear my testimony to

the truth of this work that the world

please to call Mormonism. The "Mor-

mon problem" is very easily defined if

we consider the pretensions of the people

called "Mormons." From the time that

Joseph Smith first declared that he had

had a vision of the Father and the Son—

from that time to the present, I know

that the world have never been able to

prove that his testimony was false. I

know that they have never been able to

prove that Moroni did not give to him

the plates of gold, or that the transla-

tion called the Book of Mormon is false.

I know that they have never been able

to prove that John the Baptist did not

visit Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery,

and confer upon them the Holy Priest-

hood, even the Aaronic Priesthood; nei-

ther have I ever heard that it has been

proved that the Melchizedek Priesthood

and Apostleship were not restored by Pe-

ter, James and John. There has been a

great deal said about Mormonism; quite

a number of books written upon the

subject; a great deal of derision has been

made of it; but the testimony of the

Latter-day Saints has never been proven

to be false.

We have declared to the world that

God has spoken from the heavens; that

angels have appeared to the children of

men; and that the keys of the Priest-

hood and intelligence have been restored

to the earth—and we know it. We have

invited the people to search the Scrip-

tures to see if these things were not

predicted—to find out if it had not been

declared therein that it should come to

pass in the last days that the God of

heaven would establish His Kingdom

upon the earth. There had to be a com-

mencement. We read in the Bible that

God set in the Church firstly Apostles,

then Prophets, then Evangelists, and

Teachers, for the work of the ministry

and for the edifying of the body of Christ.

Paul declared that the Saints were the

body of Christ, members in particular,

and he bore the same testimony to the

Corinthians that he bore to the Eph-

esians, concerning the fact that God had


