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life. They know that they are redeemed

through the precious blood of the Re-

deemer. When they pass into the spirit

world it is not in blindness. They know

that they are going into the presence of

the Lamb, and the Church of the First-

born. They know that they belong to that

Church, and they also know whether

they have kept their garments clean or

not. Have we any occasion to fear the

people? Have we any occasion to fear

nations? Do we fear when we go forth

in their midst, traveling one or two at

a time in the midst of our enemies with

threatenings on every hand? Do we fear

under those circumstances? No; and if

we can trust ourselves in the hands of

God, under those conditions, I think we

can trust Him today. And as far as I

am concerned as an individual, not one

principle that God has revealed from the

heavens do I dare to go back on—not one

principle. I believe in the fullness of the

everlasting Gospel. I believe in plural

marriage as a part of the Gospel, just

as much as I believe in baptism by im-

mersion for the remission of sins. The

same Being who taught me baptism for

the remission of sins, taught me plural

marriage, and its necessity and glory.

Can I afford to give up a single princi-

ple? I cannot. If I had to give up one

principle I would have to give up my re-

ligion. If I gave up the first principle

of the revelations of the Lord, I would

prove before my brethren, before the an-

gels, before God the Eternal Father, that

I was unworthy the exaltation that He

has promised me. I do not know how

you feel; but I do not fear the face of

man as I fear the face of God. I fear lest

when I go behind the veil and have to

meet my progenitors, that I should meet

them as a traitor, as a man who had

not the backbone to stand by the prin-

ciples of righteousness for fear of my

life; or for fear of some calamity that

might come upon me. How would they

look upon me? How we would be con-

demned if we dared suggest such a thing

as to say that we would give up the

first principle of eternal truth! I bear

my solemn testimony that plural mar-

riage is as true as any principle that

has been revealed from the heavens. I

bear my testimony that it is a necessity,

and that the Church of Christ in its full-

ness never existed without it. Where you

have the eternity of marriage you are

bound to have plural marriage; bound

to; and it is one of the marks of the

Church of Jesus Christ in its sealing or-

dinances. "Whatever you bind on earth

is bound in heaven." We know how sen-

sitive the Prophet Joseph was to intro-

duce this principle. He knew the feeling

that was against it. It had been taught

from the days of heathen Rome down to

the present time that a man should have

but one wife, which has resulted in the

prostitution of many of the fair daugh-

ters of Eve as mistresses. Here we have

too much love for women to see them

trampled in the dust. Here we have too

much respect for unborn spirits to have

them come into the world branded as

bastards, illegitimate, in shame, without

knowing their fathers. The children we

have are legitimate. They are our own.

We honor them and our wives. Our chil-

dren are given unto us of God, for our

wives are given to us of God. We never

should have thought of practicing this

principle if God had not revealed it from

the heavens and commanded it, and we

must stand by it and by every principle

that He has revealed. It is more than I

dare, to go back on that principle or any


