
26 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

It is beneficent in its operations. It el-

evates men and women; it makes them

better, purer, more Godlike, more or-

derly. It bestows blessings—this system

does—upon all who espouse it, and all

who come within the range of its influ-

ence. And this has been its characteris-

tic ever since its organization until today.

You know it, each of you who have es-

poused it. You know its effects upon you.

You know it has made you better men.

You know it has made you men of purer

lives, of loftier desires, of more Godlike

aspirations. You all know this. Every

man, every woman, and every child con-

nected with this work is a witness of

the truth of this. If it has this effect

upon you, will it not have the same ef-

fect upon every human being who comes

within the range of its influence and who

bows in submission to its requirements?

Certainly it will. There is no human be-

ing, however low, that it will not elevate,

if he will obey it. It is the power and

lever, so to speak, by which humanity

will be elevated to the presence of God

our Eternal Father, for the very reason

that the exaltation which God has at-

tained to, has been through obedience to

these selfsame laws that are now taught

to us. That which obeyeth law is pre-

served and sanctified by law. The people

who obey law will be exalted by law; they

will be preserved by it, they will be sanc-

tified by it; and that is the effect of the

teaching of the Gospel upon the Latter-

day Saints.

While Brother Woodruff was talking,

I thought what an immense labor it is

to endeavor to accomplish that which the

Prophets have told us will be brought to

pass in the last days. I look at this people

so comparatively few in numbers, and at

the immense work that is to be accom-

plished, and it seems an herculean, an

impossible labor to the natural vision. It

seems as if no human beings could ac-

complish it. But God has spoken con-

cerning this work. His word has gone

forth, and it cannot fail. This work will

be accomplished, and it will be accom-

plished by the operation of truth. As

Brother Woodruff has said, there is a

power connected with truth, that when

brought to bear upon human beings, has

the effect that he has described, and has

the effect that the Prophets have pre-

dicted concerning the last days. There

will be a power exercised in our behalf,

increasing as we are prepared to receive

it; for this people with all their weak-

nesses, and they are many, are neverthe-

less drawing nearer and nearer to God

every day, and faith is increasing in their

midst. A generation of boys and girls are

growing up who will have greater faith

than their predecessors, their parents,

have had, and the work will continue to

grow and spread. And there is this to

be taken into consideration, God having

predicted the ushering in of the last dis-

pensation, knowing the odds that would

have to be contended with in establish-

ing it: God knowing this has reserved in

the heavens to come forth at this time

the noblest of His spirits, the men and

women most capable of carrying out this

work, and achieving the grand results

the Prophets have predicted should be

accomplished in the day and generation,

preparatory to the coming of the Son of

Man. God knowing this, in His wisdom

and foreknowledge has prepared the way

beforehand, and there will be men and

women brought forth who will carry off

this work in the way He designs. Step by

step, the adversary of God, that is the ad-

versary of all truth, will have to recede.


