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said the Savior, "as ye think not the Son

of man cometh. Who then is a faithful

and wise servant, whom his lord hath

made ruler over his household, to give

them meat in due season? Blessed is

that servant, whom his lord when he

cometh shall find so doing. Verily I

say unto you, That he shall make him

ruler over all his goods. But and if that

evil servant shall say in his heart, My

lord delayeth his coming; And shall be-

gin to smite his fellowservants, and to

eat and drink with the drunken; The

lord of that servant shall come in a day

when he looketh not for him, and in an

hour that he is not aware of, And shall

cut him asunder, and appoint him his

portion with the hypocrites." Now, it is

not impossible, nor yet improbable, that

there will be some among the Latter-day

Saints who are called of God and ap-

pointed to this work, and who are set

over their fellowservants to give them

meat in due season, who will be found

negligent, who will have forgotten their

high and holy calling, who will have laid

off their armor of righteousness, who

will have become slothful and weary in

well doing, and who will have taken to

eating and drinking with the drunken

and smiting their fellowservants; but as

surely as any such are found among the

servants of God, they will be overtaken

when the day of the Lord cometh, and

their portion will be appointed with hyp-

ocrites and unbelievers. But we hope

better things of the Elders of Israel,

of Presidents of Stakes, of Bishops, of

High Councilors, of High Priests, of Sev-

enties, of Priests, Teachers and Dea-

cons, and of all the Latter-day Saints;

for we have all been made partakers

of this Priesthood, and the blessings

of the Lord, directly or indirectly, have

been conferred upon us.

The work before us is a great one, and

very much remaineth to be accomplished

according to the prophecies—Israel is

to be gathered, Jerusalem rebuilt, Zion

established, the vineyard of the Lord

pruned and the corrupt branches cut off

and cast into the fire, while the good

branches shall be grafted in and par-

take of the root and fatness of the tame

olive tree. There is a great work to

be accomplished in the earth. But the

Lord has said by the mouth of His ser-

vants that He will cut His work short in

righteousness in building up His King-

dom in the latter days. True, when the

Lord speaketh He does not reckon time

as we do. The time was, in the in-

fancy of this Church, when our minds

were so narrow compared to what they

are now, that we looked for the speedy

coming of our Lord, and the accomplish-

ment of His great work before this time.

But as our minds grew, and our ideas

enlarged, we began to perceive that we

were only children in our views and feel-

ings, our ideas and expectations. We had

the views, ideas and expectations of chil-

dren; and we see how the Lord has en-

larged Israel and expanded His work;

and now we behold so much more to

be accomplished than what has been ac-

complished, that we are apt in our minds

to put off the day of the Lord a great way.

The time was that we looked for one tem-

ple. The early revelations given to the

Latter-day Saints predicted a temple in

Zion, and Zion in our minds at that time

was a little place on the Missouri River

in Jackson County, Western Missouri—

a town and a few surrounding villages,

or a country, peradventure it may be as

large as a county. When we first heard

the fullness of the Gospel preached by


