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bones are dried, and our hope is lost:

we are cut off for our parts." But lo!

the plan of salvation for the dead is re-

vealed. The scheme which the Father

had provided for the redemption of those

whose hope was lost, and who were cut

off is revealed unto their children, unto

those who have been gathered from their

long dispersion, and who have received

the keys of the Holy Priesthood, which

bringeth life and salvation to the dead

as well as to the living. Having these

keys committed unto us, we proceed to

establish Zion; to build up her Stakes;

to build her temples; to gather together

those who purify themselves before the

Lord, and qualify and fit themselves to

become saviors upon Mount Zion, by en-

tering into holy places and officiating for

themselves and their dead, thus laying

the foundation for the redemption of the

dead in being baptized for them, in being

ordained for them, in being blessed and

endowed for them, in receiving the keys

and the key words for them, that in the

day when the Elders who have passed

behind the veil shall preach to them the

Gospel of glad tidings of great joy, lo and

behold! they will receive it and will be

put in possession of those keys, endow-

ments and blessings, whereby they may

be freed from their prison houses, and

be raised from the dead, and stand upon

their feet an exceeding great army, and

be restored to the blessings which God

promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,

and their seed after them.

Now, this is the work before us, and

I want to ask my brethren, the Elders

of Israel, how long shall we be in accom-

plishing this work? Can I tell you? No,

it is not given me to know. It is sufficient

for us to know that the time has come for

the work to be done: that the Lord has

turned the key and opened the door; that

it is an effectual door which no man

can shut—the door of life and salvation.

Hence it is our duty to step forward and

magnify the calling whereunto God has

called us. Send out the young men of

Israel; send out the middle aged; send

out those who have not as yet cleared

their garments of the blood of this gen-

eration to call the children of men to re-

pentance, and to see how many will en-

gage with us in this great work of sal-

vation, and become saviors upon Mount

Zion. But this preaching the Gospel to

the outside world is a small part of the

work. It is but the ABC of the lesson

to be learned and the work to be accom-

plished. How long, I ask, shall we be in

accomplishing this work? It is not, as

I have said, given to me to know; but I

can tell you in general terms. As long

as there is one soul (of all the sons and

daughters of Adam that have been born

on this earth) that has not had an op-

portunity of receiving and obeying the

Gospel; as long as there is one soul that

is in a condition to be saved and that

can be reached by this plan of salva-

tion, so long will the Latter-day Saints

be engaged in this work. But what I

was going to bring before yourminds was

this: Shall we expect that the Lord Je-

sus is going to delay His coming in the

midst of His people, until all this great

work shall have been accomplished? By

no means. I do not understand that

He has ever intimated anything of this

kind. Nor need we wait in our faith

and in our expectations till all these

great and glorious things shall have been

accomplished on the earth before the

Prophet Joseph Smith shall come unto

us again. He has merely taken another

mission in advance of us. He fulfilled the


