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mission given unto him on earth. The

Lord was satisfied with his labors here.

He lived long enough to endow his

brethren with full authority to carry on

the work that he had begun on the earth.

He took his departure behind the veil.

The Lord suffered his enemies to de-

stroy him in the flesh, to take away his

life, and he was made an offering—what

shall I say? an offering for sin. Not

in the sense in which the Savior was

offered, but he was made a martyr for

the truth and his blood was shed to at-

test the testimony that he bore to the

world. He entered upon another short

mission. Where? Why, unto his brethren

of the house of Israel, and as many of

the Gentiles as will receive his testi-

mony, behind the veil. The mission of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, be-

tween his death and resurrection was a

similar mission, but a very short one. It

lasted only three days. While his body

lay in the tomb his spirit visited the spir-

its in prison, turned the key and opened

the door of their prison house, and of-

fered unto them the Gospel of salvation.

How many of them were prepared to

avail themselves of it at that time? Com-

paratively few. But he opened the door

and offered the message of life and sal-

vation, and having done this, His fellow

laborers—the Seventies, Elders and oth-

ers whom He ordained to the ministry—

as fast as they finished their ministry in

the flesh—continued their work among

the spirits in prison. So is the Prophet

Joseph Smith officiating and minister-

ing to those spirits, and so are all His

brethren, the Apostles, who have gone in

his wake, who have followed, as it were,

in his track. They have just gone be-

hind the veil. Who shall we say? Let

us call to mind a few of the brethren

who have passed away—Brother David

Patten (the first of the Apostles who was

slain), Parley P. Pratt, Heber C. Kim-

ball, Orson Hyde, Brigham Young, Or-

son Pratt, Charles C. Rich, and others

of the Apostles; also Patriarchs Father

Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith; Elders

Samuel H. Smith, Don Carlos Smith—

all the first Elders of this Church and

the Presidents of all the early quorums,

and a vast company of the members of

their quorums. All these and many more

are laboring in the spirit world prepar-

ing the spirits thereof to receive the ben-

efits and blessings which are now about

to be offered to them in the temples of

God. In other words, "a ticket of leave"

is about to be sent to them to the ef-

fect that their friends on the earth have

officiated in their behalf, have complied

with the ordinances which are appointed

for their redemption, which will enable

them to advance into a higher sphere,

to walk upon a higher plane, to enter a

higher class where they can be further

instructed and prepared for a glorious

resurrection. And as fast as this work

is accomplished—and it is nigh at hand,

it is now even at our doors—there will

be another step made in advance; there

will be another mission undertaken. The

next mission will be to come and prepare

the way in Zion, and in her Stakes, and

in the temples of our God for turning the

key of the resurrection of the dead, to

bring forth those that are asleep, and to

exalt them among the Gods. And who

will be first and foremost? Why, he whom

God has chosen and placed first and fore-

most to hold the keys of this last dispen-

sation. How long will it be? It is not

given to me to say the month, the day,

or the hour; but it is given unto me to

say that that time is nigh at hand. The


