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enrolled in their respective quorums, and
encourage them to attend their quorum
meetings, and there seek for the counsels
of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit that should
rest upon the presiding officers of quorums
to teach the members of the quorums all
things pertaining to their duties, and how
to become fitted for the labors whereunto
God has called them. For all these quo-
rums and organizations are so many classes
for mutual improvement, edification and
instruction; and the Presidents thereof are
appointed and ordained to instruct the
members of their quorums in all things
in the line of their duty. And they should
be encouraged by the Presidents of Stakes
in their Quarterly Conferences to report
progress and attendance of members,
and the progress they are making in their
qualifications. The Elders should thus be
sought after; and according to the spirit
they manifest in attending to their duties
and qualifying themselves for the work of
the ministry, they should be called into
the field, whether from the Seventies or
the Elders or the High Priests, the High
Priests, however, being more especially
expected to take the responsibility of pre-
siding in Branches, in Stakes, in Wards, as
Presidents of Stakes, as High Councilors,
as Bishops, or Bishop’s Counselors, as
Presiding Elders in the Conferences of the
churches abroad. And the time is not far
distant when the Elders of Israel will be
required to turn their attention and la-
bors among the branches of the house of
Israel; and especially among the remnants
of Joseph, upon this American Continent.
I am pleased to be able to testify,
from my travels among the people,
in attending Stake Conferences and
Priesthood meetings, and hearing
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their reports from time to time, that there
is a steady improvement in the feelings
of the people. This was the testimony of
Brother David P. Kimball, this morn-
ing, when he said, that he could perceive
a decided improvement in the faith of the
Latter-day Saints during the six years of
his absence. I think this is especially vis-
ible to all those who are moving and act-
ing among the people, they being the
best able to judge of their true condition.
This is a source of gratitude and thanks-
giving to our Heavenly Father. I will not
say of self-congratulation; for although
we have reason for thanksgiving for the
mercies and the blessings we have re-
ceived, yet there are many things still to
be done, very many improvements to be
made, many weaknesses to be overcome,
and very much yet to be done to instruct
the people that they may be sanctified
and prepared to endure the presence of
the Lord, when he shall come; and to en-
able them to withstand the shocks of the
enemy that will be directed against them.
Much remains to be done by the people
in putting away evils that still exist in our
midst; and very much needs to be done in
the various Wards and Stakes throughout
all the settlements of the Saints by the lo-
cal Priesthood. I don’t merely mean the
Presidents of Stakes, the Bishops, the High
Councilors, and the lesser Priesthood ap-
pointed to assist the Bishops—however
important their labors may be and how-
ever necessary it may be that they should
be alive and active; but they should also
have the support of all High Priests,
Seventies and Elders in their Wards.
And every officer of the Priesthood should
be alive and awake to see what good
he might do, wherever and whenever the
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