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We have assembled here today to

worship God our Heavenly Father, in the

name of Jesus Christ His Son, under the

influence and power of the Holy Spirit.

In order that our worship may be ac-

ceptable to God, it must be done in the

name of Jesus, and it must be done un-

der the influence of His Spirit; for "God is

a spirit, and they that worship Himmust

worship Him in spirit and in truth." We

must be sincere in our worship; we must

be sincere in all that we do in order that

it may be acceptable to God. But sin-

cerity alone is not sufficient. We have

to worship Him in truth as well as in

spirit, and we must worship Him also in

the way that He has appointed, not in

our way. God does not accept the ways of

man unless those ways are in accordance

with His ways. And we have come here

that we may learn the ways of God, and

then walk in His path. This is in accor-

dance with the ancient prophets. They

declared that in the last days, people

should come from all nations unto "the

tops of the mountains" for this very pur-

pose, that they might learn of His ways

and walk in His paths. The reason why

we have had to do this is because the

ways of our fathers, in their worship and

in their service towards God, have been

only in accordance with their private no-

tions, their ideas of what is right.

There has been no voice from heaven

heard among the children of men on

this earth for a great many centuries.

People have not been guided by the

revelations of the Almighty, but by

the wisdom of man, or, as we think,

the folly of man. It is true that

the people called "Christians," have

had the book called the Bible. The

Old Testament and the New Testa-

ment contain books which were written

by men who lived in ancient times, and

who were inspired of God. Those books

do not contain all that was written by

the servants of God in ancient times, but

only a few of the writings given to the

children of men by inspiration. This book

contains a great deal of truth and some

few errors, but the errors are the inter-

polations or the mistranslations of men.

The doctrines which the Bible contains

are true, and they are in sufficient plain-

ness to be correctly understood, if the

people who read what it contains are in-

fluenced by the same spirit or inspired

by the same spirit as the men who wrote

those things. But without that spirit the

people of the earth are not able fully to

comprehend that which is written. We

read in that book that "the letter killeth."

It is the spirit that giveth life, and it is

also the spirit that giveth light. With-

out the Spirit of God as the revealing in-

fluence from on high, mankind are un-

able to comprehend the things of God.

As we are unable this afternoon to see

anything of a physical nature without

that natural light which comes from the

sun, so without the light that comes from

the Son of Righteousness, we are unable

to see the things of God. The prophets

who wrote the things contained in the

Old Testament, and the Apostles of Je-

sus Christ, who wrote the epistles, and

other writings contained in the New Tes-

tament, were blessed with the gift that

is called in the Scriptures the gift of the

Holy Ghost. This was not merely an in-

fluence which made them feel good; that

exalted their spiritual natures so as to

make them happy, contented and peace-

ful; but it was a manifestation of the

power that comes from God. As the light

that comes from the sun reveals through

our natural eyes those objects which


