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a lamb without blemish and without spot,
to be offered as an emblem of the coming
Redeemer, who, in the meridian of time
should come as “the Lamb slain from be-
fore the foundation of the world,” and of-
fer his life and pour out his blood for the
remission of sins. Cain offered what he
pleased, and when Abel’s offering was ac-
cepted, Cain was filled with anger. The
spirit of Satan entered into him—which is
the spirit of destruction, the spirit of mur-
der—and he arose and slew his brother.
Now, though persecutors in these times
do not realize it themselves, they are filled
with the same spirit towards the servants of
God. When Joseph Smith, called of God
to be a prophet in this latter time, to ush-
er in the great last dispensation of God’s
mercy to man, to bring forth the ancient
Gospel as taught by Jesus and His Apostles,
to reveal again the ancient Priesthood and
authority thereof, to lay the foundation
of the Latter-day kingdom, to prepare the
way for the coming of the Son of Man;
when he came as a boy, an unlettered
youth, bearing the glad tidings of great joy
that communication between the heav-
ens and the earth so long lost, had been
restored, that the light from the eternal
Sun of Righteousness had again streamed
down to lighten up and dispel the dark-
ness of the world—how was he received?
Why, men would not listen to his teach-
ing. They would not compare the doc-
trines he taught with the scriptures which
they professed to believe. They hooted at
the very idea of present revelation from
God. They said: “Even supposing it pos-
sible that in this enlightened age one could
receive revelation, was God going to speak
to an illiterate boy? Would He not choose
some of the great and wise men of this
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generation, some of the learned divines.
But the idea of God’s speaking to this
youth!” And they were filled with anger.
The preachers and ministers of the day
were filled with hatred and wrath to-
wards him, and towards all those who re-
ceived his testimony, and the Saints were
driven from place to place, from city to
city, from State to State, until finally his
blood was shed. What for? Because he
committed crime? Noj; their own confes-
sion proved to the contrary, for they said,
“the law cannot touch him, but powder
and ball shall.” The same spirit that put
Jesus Christ to death; the same spirit that
put those holy men to death about whom
I have spoken, who had “the burden of
the word of the Lord,” and came not to
declare their own opinions, but the word
of God Almighty to the inhabitants of the
earth; the spirit that put them to death,
put Joseph Smith to death, and that is the
spirit that burns in the hearts of the so-
called pious “Christian” ministers against
the Latter-day Saints. They meet together
in their convocations and conferences and
assemblies, and pass resolutions about a
people of whose doctrines and practices
and lives they are in perfect ignorance.
They do not know the motives which
prompt us. They do not know the princi-
ples which actuate us. They know nothing
about the work God Almighty has called
us to do, for which we have left our homes
in distant lands, and come to these valleys.
But they are inspired by the same spirit of
wickedness and destruction which filled
the hearts of men who slew the servants
of God in former times. They do not
want to try and convert these Latter-day
Saints. Oh, no. What do they want to do?
One enlightened minister of the Gospel
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