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I trust that the Spirit of the Lord

may direct what I may say. It is some-

time since I stood before a congregation

in this building; my labors have been di-

rected in a great measure in other set-

tlements where I have enjoyed seasons

of pleasure and profit, witnessing a good

spirit and a lively feeling among the

Latter-day Saints wherever it has been

my privilege to meet with them. I be-

lieve that the same good spirit prevails

among the Latter-day Saints in this City

and throughout this Stake of Zion, and

that there is generally a feeling of con-

fidence and faith in the hearts of the

Saints in the work of the Lord, and in

His servants. This is gratifying, when

we realize the importance of our being

united, and of our faith being centered

in the Lord, and in the great work God

has begun in the earth in these last days.

Without unity and confidence no faithful

Latter-day Saint can be truly happy.

Brother Abraham Hatch has dwelt

upon the idea he had when a boy,

in relation to the characteristics of a

Prophet. I presume that his idea

was similar to that entertained by most

of the civilized world today, and yet I

do not think that there is any ground

or reason for such opinions respecting

the character of men who have been in-

spired of God. While he was speak-

ing upon this subject, my mind reverted

to some of the ancient Prophets whose

words have been handed down to us as

words of inspiration, and so far as my

mind can recall, all those eminentmen of

ancient days were, I believe, young men

when they were called to their respec-

tive positions. From the first man Adam,

down to the latest inspired man of God of

which we have any account in the Scrip-

tures, they were all chosen, so far as my

knowledge goes, when they were in their

youth. Abraham became an inspired

man when very young. He was called

to be a Prophet and Patriarch in his

youth. His sons Isaac and Jacob, were

not at all old men when the prophetic

inspiration fell upon them. And when

we come down to later times we find

that the Prophet Samuel was chosen and


