
dedicated unto the Lord in his childhood. 
He was a Prophet from his youth up. 
David was a youth, Daniel was a youth, 
Isaiah was a youth, and so far as I recall 
to mind, the Prophets were all young 
men when they were called to the work 
that they had to perform. Jesus himself, 
the greatest of all Prophets, only attained 
His thirty-third year when He was offered 
as a sacrifice upon the cross. Most of the 
Apostles who were chosen by our Savior 
were young men, and those who have 
been chosen in this dispensation were all 
of them, in the beginning, young men, 
some of them almost beardless, much 
less having flowing beards, grey and bald, 
wrinkled and old, as we see the prophets 
and patriarchs pictured by modern art-
ists, representing the modern conception 
of them. President Taylor himself, when 
he was called to the apostleship—which 
is a prophetic calling—was only a young 
man about thirty years of age, and there 
were many younger than he, and all the 
way down to the present time nearly every 
man called to the prophetic calling has 
been called in his youth, grown up under 
the inspiration of the Almighty, and has 
developed under the influence and power 
of the Spirit of the living God. There is, 
I think, good reason for this. The young 
mind is much more plastic, much more 
susceptible of impressions and of influ-
ence than the older mind. A youth can 
be conformed, so to speak, in his ideas, 
thoughts and feelings, to the will and re-
quirements of heaven, much easier than in 
old age. Nevertheless, I believe that God 
is able to inspire any man who is good, 
faithful, pure and righteous in his desires; 
God delights in the willing mind and in 
those who keep His laws and command-
ments. Men have been raised up in almost

all ages of the world to perform certain 
works, or accomplish certain missions; 
they having been inspired for that work 
and mission from their infancy, and it 
may be even before they were born into 
the world. No doubt all the prominent 
men who have figured in any dispensation 
of the Gospel since the days of our father, 
Adam, until the present, were inspired of 
the Almighty from their childhood, and 
were chosen and selected even from or be-
fore their birth. God has His eye upon the 
world; He overrules and controls all things, 
notwithstanding He is shut out from the 
councils of men by their unbelief. His au-
thority is not admitted by the world. The 
children of men ignore His right to gov-
ern and control, to dictate or to counsel in 
the earth. Nevertheless, He governs and 
controls the nations of the earth and in-
dividuals, and all things are subject to His 
power. I do not mean that all mankind 
are obedient to His will; I do not mean 
that they are willing to acknowledge Him, 
or that they know Him. I am rather in-
clined to the opinion that they are igno-
rant entirely of Him and of His power, 
and that they do not conceive it possible 
that He governs and controls the affairs 
of the nations of the earth. Nevertheless, 
He does so, and while “man proposes, 
God disposes;” while the leaders of the 
nations of the earth plan and scheme, and 
seek to govern according to their ideas, 
yet God Almighty overrules their acts 
and brings forth results which, in accor-
dance with His wisdom, are designed to 
hasten and ultimately consummate His 
grand and glorious purposes in the earth. 
And I believe that one of the greatest sins 
of which the inhabitants of the earth are 
guilty today, is the sin of ingratitude,  
the want of acknowledgment, on their
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