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them that have been revealed to us, to

live lives of purity, and to be devoted

and obedient to the principles He has re-

vealed for the salvation of man.

It is said, and truly, that without faith

it is impossible to please God. It may

be as truthfully said that without obedi-

ence it is impossible to please God; that

without virtue, without truthfulness, it

is impossible to please God. It is not pos-

sible for us to perform the labors that

are required of us as Latter-day Saints—

to preach the Gospel among the nations,

to gather together the people, to build

temples, and to perform in those tem-

ples the labors that are necessary for the

salvation of the living and the dead—

except we are aided by the Holy Ghost,

the Comforter. It is not possible for men

who stand at the head of this Church to

direct, or to give counsel in regard to the

building up of the Kingdom of God, in re-

gard to the location of new settlements,

in regard to organizing branches, wards,

and stakes, and the opening of missions,

except they enjoy the Holy Ghost. It is

not possible for us as Apostles, as Presi-

dents of stakes, as Bishops of wards, as

Presidents of quorums, as Presidents of

associations, to preside with dignity and

in a manner pleasing to God, unless we

enjoy the Holy Ghost. It is not possible

for us as parents, to preside in our fam-

ilies, to set good examples before them,

to set and keep our houses in order—

as it is necessary they should be kept,

that we may have salvation—unless we

enjoy the Holy Ghost. It is not possible

for us as individuals to be Saints, un-

less we enjoy the Holy Ghost. It was

conferred upon every one of us when we

were baptized, when we first embraced

the Gospel, and the Lord has given us

ample instructions as to how we should

live, as to the labors we should perform,

and as to the lives we should lead in or-

der that we may enjoy the Holy Ghost.

Among other things the sacrament was

established by the Savior, when He was

here in person. He established it again

when He visited this continent and set

up His Church among the Nephites. He

has again established it in the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and it

seems to be very important that this sa-

cred ordinance of the Gospel should be

attended to frequently, that by partak-

ing of it we may witness to the Lord that

we are willing to take upon us His name,

that we have not forgotten Him, that

we do keep His commandments, and are

still willing to keep them, and to walk ac-

cording to His counsel. Hence it is impor-

tant that all Saints, not only presiding

officers, but all Saints who have named

the name of Jesus Christ and entered

into covenant with God, should meet to-

gether often and partake of the sacra-

ment and renew their covenants, in or-

der that they may have the Spirit of the

Lord. It is not pleasing in the sight of the

Lord, for us to partake of the sacrament

if there be hard feelings in our hearts,

if there be jealousness, if there be en-

mity or strife, if we are not in fellow-

ship with one another, if we are not in

fellowship with the Church, if we are

not keeping the commandments of the

Lord, if we are not living in peace, if

we are not obedient to the counsels of

heaven; I say that it is not pleasing in the

sight of the Lord to partake of the sacra-

ment under such circumstances. This

is an ordinance that should be partaken

of properly, understandingly, thought-

fully, and with faith that we will re-

ceive an increased portion of the Holy

Spirit. If we were not in a world of sin;


