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they had the same testimony that we

have, would be as valiant in defense of

the truth as we are. There are many

such people in the world today—good,

honest people. Are they Methodists?

I presume so. Are they Presbyterians

and Catholics and people belonging to

many other denominations? Yes; and

there are honest men, perhaps, who do

not profess Christ at all—who claim to

be infidels and close their eyes to the

mission of Christ—that if they had the

knowledge we have, they would be just

as valiant as we are today. They could

not help it; for that testimony would

make them valiant, and they would be

as difficult to turn from the truth as the

Latter-day Saints. The world have dis-

covered that the Latter-day Saints can-

not be turned from their purpose, can-

not be converted, and having failed to

attain their object in that way, many

advocate strong measures being enacted

against us. Some go so far as to think

we should be exterminated; others that

we should be placed under political dis-

abilities, or hampered in some way, in or-

der that our religious faith may be crip-

pled. Will they accomplish their object

by these means? No. Such treatment did

not accomplish anything with the Son of

God, nor with His Apostles, and it did

not accomplish anything with Daniel, or

with his brethren, who were cast into the

fiery furnace. It did not change their

sentiments and their faith, and it will

not change ours. We cannot deny the

truth. We may have troubles in this

life; many of us may see sorrow in this

life; but none of us will ever see what

the Savior saw in that regard. None of

us will suffer as He suffered, although

His mission was but a short one. Our

mission may be long, and our suffering

may possibly, in some instances, be con-

tinuous; but we will not be called to suf-

fer as much as He suffered. Yet, we may

look for persecution. But the Lord will

overrule all things for our good. He will

sustain this Kingdom, and He will build

it up in spite of all other kingdoms in

the earth; for it is His right to do so.

The earth is the Lord's, and the full-

ness thereof, and the peoples, the na-

tions, and the kingdoms that are upon

the earth, all belong to the Lord. We

are His children, and He has the right

to control and dictate in all the affairs of

men. He has the right to overrule the

conduct of men to serve his purposes; to

overrule the wars between the nations

of the earth. He has the right to break

down nations, to change the form of gov-

ernment, to cause revolutions, and in all

things to do that which seemeth Him

good. He has the right to do all this—

just as He broke off the colonies from

the mother country, and established reli-

gious liberty, thus making it possible for

His Kingdom to be established upon this

land.

Now, as we discover the world op-

posed to us—feeling, no doubt, in a

great many instances that they are do-

ing God's service in bringing everything

to bear against what they consider a very

wicked people—what is the proper thing

for the Saints to do for their protection?

This is an important matter. When sur-

rounded by enemies, a wise man would

take the precaution to protect himself

from destruction. What, then, shall we

do that we may not be trodden down,

broken to pieces and scattered or de-

stroyed; that we may remain in this

land; that we may not be removed as

we were from Missouri, from Illinois,

and from Ohio? What shall we do that

we may not be brought into bondage,

but may remain a free people?—


