
HOW TO ENJOY THE HOLY GHOST. 65

that is, free to do the will of God, and

to build up His Kingdom upon the earth,

the mission we are called upon to per-

form. The most important matter that

I know of is, not to prepare our arms,

not to prepare for war, but to prepare for

peace; to keep the commandments of the

Lord; to discharge with fidelity to God

every obligation we are under to Him; to

keep sacredly His laws, and to be found

in the discharge of our duty; preaching

the Gospel; gathering the poor; building

temples; establishing home industries;

becoming a self-sustaining people; pro-

viding for our necessities; providing em-

ployment that none may need; provid-

ing for the poor; nursing the sick; car-

ing for those who need comfort; seeking

to do the will of God in all things; ab-

staining from intemperance, from pro-

fanity, from corruptions of every name

and nature; seeking to be, not as the

world, but to be indeed the Saints of God;

striving to be united; listening to coun-

sel; seeking to live so that the Spirit of

the Lord may inspire our hearts and pre-

pare us for the responsibilities that are

upon us, let our positions be what they

may—home missionaries, foreign mis-

sionaries, men presiding in the Church,

in the Stakes, in the Quorums, in the

Associations, in the institutions of learn-

ing, each and all standing in their proper

place, doing the will of God. For we

have no battles to fight if we be the

Saints of our God. He will fight our

battles if battles are to be fought. The

wicked will slay the wicked and the righ-

teous will be left free. The Lord has

been very good to us in giving us this

land, and in enabling us to maintain

peace therein, up to the present time. It

is a land that is admirably adapted to

the necessities of this growing kingdom.

The water supplies are not very great,

and as we have multiplied the water

sources have been almost all utilized.

Yet the fountains of water have in-

creased in many parts of the country,

and where but a few families, a few

years ago, could be accommodated on a

stream—say a half a dozen families or

the like—today we have fifty to a hun-

dred families on that same stream, with

a constant and abundant supply of wa-

ter. And the Lord has changed the sea-

sons. Fruits are hardier, and some that

are not so hardy are doing and thriving

well in our land. The blessing of the Lord

has been over the land, and peace has

reigned in it, and it will continue to reign

if we but do the will of the Lord. He

will overrule and control all those agen-

cies that may be brought against us from

the outside, if we will but listen to the

voice of counsel here at home. That voice

of counsel is within the reach of every

family in every neighborhood. He has

given to this people the Priesthood. He

has placed it upon almost every man in

Zion. Almost every man bears a por-

tion of the Holy Priesthood, Aaronic or

Melchizedek. We are almost a nation

of Priests—of High Priests, Seventies,

Elders—men bearing the Priesthood and

authority of God. We have each of us the

right to approach the throne of grace, to

hear from the Father, to receive counsel,

to receive inspiration in regard to the du-

ties which devolve upon us, that we may

not go astray. Every man who is called

to preside as a Bishop in a ward is enti-

tled to the Holy Spirit to guide him in his

labors; so is everyman who presides over

a family, or in a quorum, or who is placed

in a position to lead and instruct the peo-

ple. That is the reason that the Lord

has given us such a host of ministers; for


