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every man who holds the Priesthood is a
minister of righteousness and is expected
to administer in his calling in the midst
of the people in the world, wherever he
is located, at home or abroad. We have
thousands of such men. Our settlements
are full of them. They are the men who
build the houses and decorate them, and
they do the business that is done in Zion
among our people. They are ministers of
righteousness; and if the people will keep
the commandments of God, His hand will
be stretched out in their behalf, to save and
protect them from harm.

Now, when I assert that the Latter-day
Saints cannot be converted or turned from
the truth, I do not mean to say that there
are none who turn away from the Gospel.
There are many who lose their faith, many
who go into sin, many who apostatize.
But are they Saints of God? No. Do those
that apostatize live the lives of Saints? No.
If they were Saints, enjoying the Spirit
of the Lord, it would be impossible for
them to apostatize. A man cannot deny
the truth which the Spirit of God is burn-
ing in His bosom; but by transgressing
the laws of God, by neglect and sin, men
lose their testimony and are taken up by
the “Josephites,” or by some other class of
people, and perhaps “improved.” I trust
they are. But when it comes to convert-
ing a Latter-day Saint, a man who keeps
the commandments of God, and lives ac-
cording to the principles of the Gospel, as
laid down by the Prophet Joseph Smith, it
cannot be done. They may labor here as
missionaries from now to doomsday, they
never can get one Latter-day Saint to join
any of their religious denominations.
Strenuous efforts are being made to capture
our children, as though there were not chil-
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dren enough in the world requiring their
attention. They might leave us to man-
age our own children. But they think they
stand a better show to convert children
than grown people. If the truth were not
grounded in our hearts, we would be liable
to conversion. But inasmuch as we keep
the commandments of the Lord, and enjoy
the Holy Ghost, we cannot be turned.

We have no fears in regard to the work
of the Lord; because it is just as plain to us
as the sun at noonday, that the Kingdom
of God will endure and will not be given
to another people. If the Saints will be
faithful, the Church and Kingdom of God
will be safe; God will be honored, and His
purposes accomplished in the earth; and
a pure people will grow up here such as
the Lord will delight to come and dwell
among.

The organization of the Church of
God is perfect. We find at the head of
every Quorum of Deacons three are
appointed to preside; the same with
the Teachers, Priests and Elders; the
Seventies have seven men to preside
over each Quorum; and all these various
Quorums are expected to hold meetings
and classes, so that they may be instruct-
ed in their various duties, that men may
be prepared to preach the Gospel in the
nations of the earth. Then, we have or-
ganizations of the young people—the
Mutual Improvement Associations—
which are intended to embrace all the
young people of Zion. But we find in
our visits through the country, that com-
plaints are made that the young people
are not all enrolled. Many have not been
brought to see the importance of joining
these associations. Well, now, if it were
left to the children entirely, how many of
them would go to school at the age of
eight, ten or twelve years? Not many. But
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