
there is a proper influence brought to 
bear upon children by their parents. 
Schoolhouses and teachers are provided, 
and then the children are sent to school. 
After a while, as the children grow older, 
they begin to see the importance of knowl-
edge, and then it does not take very much 
exertion on the part of parents to get the 
children to attend school. In the same way, 
those who have identified themselves with 
these associations begin to see the impor-
tance of their connection therewith. But 
those who are on the outside need to be 
instructed in regard to the importance of 
these things, and an influence should be 
brought to bear upon them in that direc-
tion. They should be taken early in life. 
Many of them have been left alone un-
til it is too late, or later than it ought to 
have been. At the age of twelve or fourteen 
years they should be introduced into the 
lesser Priesthood, and thus learn some-
thing of the authority of the Lord. They 
should be educated in the principles of the 
Gospel, and have faith established in their 
hearts. This should be done by experienced 
people. But they have been more or less 
neglected until we have hundreds today 
that are twenty years of age, that bear no 
Priesthood at all. When they get to that age 
they become more or less set in their ways; 
they desire to be free; they don’t care to be 
hampered with religion or anything of that 
kind. Now, my brethren and sisters, par-
ents in Zion, Bishops, leading men in the 
Wards and Stakes, see to it that the young 
people receive proper instruction; see to 
it that they are not neglected as those of 
whom I have been speaking have been ne-
glected in the past. Let fathers and mothers 
be anxious in regard to their sons and 
daughters. Let those who are yet young be

brought into the Mutual Improvement 
Associations and classes, that they may 
have the advantage of a religious train-
ing in the Church. There is nothing on 
earth of greater value to your children 
than a knowledge of the truth. I know 
of no gift that could be given to my chil-
dren from among men that would com-
pensate for their being deprived of the 
knowledge that God has established His 
Church and Kingdom upon the earth; 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God; 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God; and 
that God lives. To deprive them of this 
knowledge, nothing could compensate 
for its loss. Then, if we so consider these 
things; if we are so firmly established in 
the truth and value it so much, let us see 
to it that our children are not neglected. 
At eight years of age they should be bap-
tized for remission of their sins, and be-
come members of the Church. And as 
they get older, see that they are brought 
into the schools, associations and classes. 
See, too, that they are taught at home in 
regard to prayer, family worship, etc. Let 
them not be neglected; for if they are ne-
glected and go astray, your hearts will be 
barren and sorrowful. You may be very 
firm and solid yourselves; but in the loss 
of a son or daughter, through neglect, 
your hearts will be made sorrowful. The 
Catholics are very careful in regard to 
their children, and I respect them for it. 
They are very careful to educate their chil-
dren in regard to the Catholic faith. Not 
that I would have my children become 
Catholics; but I would have the same care 
that they display in this matter displayed 
in the care of the children of the Latter-
day Saints. Early life is the time when  
they should be trained. Then indelible 
impressions can be made in their minds.
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