
How difficult it is when men have grown 
up in the world with ideas that are prev-
alent in the world in regard to God, the 
Savior, religion, etc.—how difficult it is to 
bring them into the Church, and get those 
ideas eradicated from their minds. I have 
heard elderly brethren who were brought 
up as Methodists say, that it was almost 
impossible for them to rid themselves of 
Methodism. One of the earliest revela-
tions given to the Church charges all par-
ents having children in Zion to teach them 
faith in God, faith in Jesus Christ, and 
that when they arrive at the age of eight 
years they should be baptized for remission  
of their sins. This is a law that has been  
before us since 1831, many years before 
I was born. Now, I wonder if this law 
has not been neglected by the Latter-day 
Saints—generally forgotten or overlooked.

Have we not been careless in this regard? 
Let every father and every mother question 
their own hearts on this matter, and if they 
have been negligent, let them reform and 
see that they be more careful in the future 
than they have been in the past. Indeed, 
let me exhort you, my brethren and sis-
ters, you who stand at the heads of fami-
lies, Wards, and quorums, to be of a truth 
educators of the people, teaching them 
not only in theory, but in practice, in your 
lives; walking so that you may be the light 
of a sun instead of a moon; and that great 
improvement may be found all around.

And that God may sustain us, inspire 
our hearts and help us to discharge with 
fidelity every duty; that the testimony God 
has given us may grow and increase in our 
hearts, is my prayer in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.
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It is allotted to me to occupy a few min-
utes, and it is a privilege which I ought to 
esteem, and which I do esteem, to stand be-
fore my brethren and sisters as a witness of

the truth which we have embraced; the truth 
as it is revealed in Christ, the truth that is 
confirmed in the hearts of the Saints of the 
Holy Ghost, the truth as testified by ancient
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