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Prophets, Patriarchs and Apostles, and

by our Savior Himself when upon the

earth among the Jews, and among the

Nephites on the continent of America.

The work in which the Latter-day

Saints are engaged, the work where-

unto God has called His people in this

day, is the work which has engaged the

attention of the Prophets and Saints

from the beginning of the world till the

present time. That portion of the world

of mankind who have been inspired from

above to look forward through the vista

of opening years and contemplate the fu-

ture history of mankind, have had their

eyes directed to the great and last dis-

pensation of the fullness of times, in

which the Lord would perfect His work

on the earth, and bring in everlasting

righteousness; when He would establish

a reign of peace, when wickedness would

be subdued, when Satan would be cur-

tailed in his power and influence among

the children of men—the time repre-

sented in the vision of St. John, when

he declared:

"I saw an angel come down from

heaven, having the key of the bottomless

pit and a great chain in his hand.

"And he laid hold on the dragon, that

old serpent, which is the Devil, and Sa-

tan, and bound him a thousand years,

And cast him into the bottomless pit,

and shut him up, and set a seal upon

him, that he should deceive the nations

no more, till the thousand years should

be fulfilled: and after that he must be

loosed a little season.

"And I saw thrones, and they sat

upon them, and judgment was given

unto them: and I saw the souls

of them that were beheaded for the

witness of Jesus, and for the word

of God, and which had not wor-

shipped the beast, neither his image,

neither had received his mark upon their

foreheads, or in their hands; and they

lived and reigned with Christ a thousand

years.

"But the rest of the dead lived not

again until the thousand years were fin-

ished. This is the first resurrection.

"Blessed and holy is he that hath part

in the first resurrection: on such the sec-

ond death hath no power, but they shall

be priests of God and of Christ, and shall

reign with him a thousand years."

Now, this thousand years is spoken

of among modern Christians as the mil-

lennium, signifying a thousand years.

That period of all other periods will, as

we speak of the Sabbath, be a day of

rest. On the Sabbath, the seventh day,

the Lord rested from his labors, and He

has commanded His people to rest from

their labors on that day; to meet to-

gether and worship Him; to offer up their

sacraments and their oblations; to con-

fess their sins unto one and another and

before the Lord. And as they ask to

be forgiven, and feel to forgive one an-

other, so God forgives them. Our Sav-

ior gave us clearly to understand this

when He taught His disciples to pray

and to say, "Forgive us our debts as we

forgive our debtors;" for, said he, "If ye

forgive not men their trespasses, neither

will your Father forgive your trespasses."

This day of rest is a day to forgive and

to be forgiven, and to make peace with

one another and with our God, and is a

type of the millennium, or the seventh

thousandth year, in the which univer-

sal peace will be established upon the

earth, and the Kingdom of our God pre-

vail in all lands—a day when the ser-

vants of God may bear the glad tidings to

all people, nations, kindreds and tongues

upon all the face of the earth, and


