
the Latter-day Saints then, understand and 
comprehend that this struggle which we 
are engaged in, broadens out and extends 
itself not to us alone, but to the nations 
of the earth, to the whole human family. 
I imagine I hear someone say, “But is not 
that a contradiction?” You asserted a few 
moments ago that baptism was essential to 
the salvation of the human family, and as 
there has been but a very few of the hu-
man family baptized, how is it with the 
rest who have not had the privilege of this 
ordinance? Paul very correctly wrote, and 
the translators very correctly translated 
this passage that I read, wherein he refers 
to the doctrine of baptisms, for there is 
more than one baptism. We read of the 
baptism of water for the remission of sin. 
We read of another baptism; for as I have 
already quoted, except a man be born of 
the water and of the Spirit, he can in no 
wise enter into the Kingdom of God. Then 
we ask ourselves the question, What shall 
become of the untold millions of the hu-
man family who have not heard the sound 
of the Gospel? What shall we do with those 
who have not even heard anything rela-
tive to the plan of salvation? Our Christian 
friends, for instance, devote many thou-
sands of dollars and pounds sterling to 
the conversion of the heathen as they 
are pleased to call them, and to carry the 
Bible to those who are unacquainted with 
it. This is certainly very commendable; 
this certainly shows a most philanthropic 
spirit upon their part; this is an evidence 
of goodwill to the human family, and 
it is to be commended. But inasmuch as 
they reach but a very few, we ask ourselves  
the question, What shall become of the 
rest? To the Latter-day Saints this is a 
solved problem. We assert this not simply

with the words of our lips; we assert this 
not simply in editorials and pamphlets 
written; but we prove our faith by our 
works. Almost within the sound of my 
voice here, there is a magnificent temple 
being erected at the expense of many 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. In the 
town of St. George in the south, at the 
expense of nearly half a million; at Manti, 
in Sanpete County; at Logan, in Cache; 
we have four temples either completed 
or nearly so. At Nauvoo, when the Saints 
were storm-tossed with persecution, sur-
rounded about by mobs, and every influ-
ence that fiendish vindictiveness could 
think of, was brought to bear upon them, 
they built themselves a magnificent temple 
there. At Kirtland, in the days of their 
infancy, when the labors which they per-
formed were very arduous in comparison 
with the labors the Latter-day Saints have 
to perform today in the building of these 
temples, they built another temple. What 
are these temples for? There is an object 
in their being built. We prove our faith 
in these things by our works, seeking not 
only to redeem ourselves, seeking not only 
salvation for our own household, but ex-
tending its influence beyond and reach-
ing out to those of our progenitors who 
have gone before us into the spirit world 
and are there, becoming acquainted with 
the principles of eternal life; for as re-
corded in the 3rd Chapter of the Epistle 
of Peter, “Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 
By which also he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison; Which sometime were 
disobedient, when once the longsuffer- 
ing of God waited in the days of Noah.” 
Or as we find it still further recorded
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