
some of His doctrines in the midst of the 
Pharisees and Scribes. They found that cer-
tain of His doctrines were popular; they 
found that certain of His doctrines were 
very pleasant; they found that certain of 
His doctrines were very agreeable. And so 
they did what He told them they were do-
ing. They poured new wine into their old 
Pharisee bottles; they endeavored to patch 
their Sadducee coat with a new piece of 
cloth; but they were told that they would 
burst their bottles, and make a larger rent 
in their coat than there was. So it is to-
day. When Mr. Beecher introduces to the 
Christian world the idea that there is a re-
demption beyond the grave, he shakes the 
pillars of so called Christianity; he gives 
them a mightier blow than could be given 
by an Elder advocating the same doctrine; 
and when Dr. Thomas, of Chicago, ad-
vanced that idea to his intelligent audience, 
it went like wild fire over the land that so 
distinguished a theologian as Dr. Thomas, 
had declared that there was a chance for re-
demption after the grave. This new wine, 
revealed from heaven in this day and age 
of the world, through the instrumentality 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, a man who 
was despised by the world, is being taken 
by the wise men and poured into their 
sectarian bottles, and in the end the result 
will be as it was with the Pharisees in times 
gone by.

But this doctrine has more of a meaning 
to the Latter-day Saints than simply preach-
ing to the spirits in prison. We read here in 
the old Bible where God, speaking through 
the mouth of one of His Prophets, said cer-
tain things should transpire in the last days.  
“Behold,” says the Lord through His 
Prophet Malachi, “I will send you Elijah

the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord: And 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children 
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse.” So today the Latter-
day Saints testify that God having sent 
the Prophet Elijah to the earth to reveal 
this principle, or rather to give the key 
for the administration of this principle, 
the hearts of the children here upon the 
earth are being turned to the fathers be-
hind the veil, and the hearts of the fathers 
behind the veil are being turned to their 
children here upon the earth, the one feel-
ing after the other for their redemption; 
for without them we cannot be perfect, 
neither can they without us. This plan of 
salvation that the Latter-day Saints be-
lieve in is broad, indeed it reaches out to 
the whole human family, present, past 
and future. We read in the 15th Chapter 
of 1st Corinthians, an explanation of this 
expression of Paul’s in regard to the two 
baptisms. In the 29th verse of that Chapter 
he says: “Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 
not at all? why are they then baptized for 
the dead?” Or as Paul expresses it in the 
19th verse of the same chapter: “If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable.” Paul in preach-
ing to the Corinthians said that very few of 
them took hold of the Gospel. The great 
mass rejected Paul. Paul, however, with 
that broad philanthropy of heart, lit up by 
the light that first came to him on his way 
to Damascus, would have been miserable  
indeed had he not learned of this great 
principle that in the spirit world these 
Corinthians would be preached to and 
taught. So the Latter-day Saints today
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