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We meet together from time to time

to speak, to sing, to pray, and, accord-

ing to an institution which has been pro-

vided, to partake of the sacrament of the

Lord's supper, and also to perform those

various duties devolving upon us as ser-

vants of the living God. It is pleasant

for the Saints to meet together to com-

mune with each other, to listen to the

words of life, to reflect also upon their

position and relationship to God, to His

Church and Kingdom, as well as to ex-

amine into their own feelings, and, un-

der the guidance of the Lord and of His

Holy Spirit, try to find out what relation-

ship they sustain to their Heavenly Fa-

ther, and whether they are performing

the various duties devolving upon them,

and are seeking to carry out the word,

the will, and the law of God.

We are certainly a very peculiar peo-

ple gathered together in these valleys of

the mountains; we are assembled here

from many nations; it would be diffi-

cult to say at present how many; but

I think on some public occasion awhile

ago, there were twenty-five nationalities

represented. In this respect, we present

a very singular aspect, and occupy a very

peculiar position in the history of the day

and age wherein we live. Our religion

differs very widely from that which ex-

ists in the world. Our ideas of God, of

futurity, of heaven and of hell, and of

the future destiny of the human family,

not only of ourselves, but of all nations,

differ very materially from that of oth-

ers. Our social ideas, too, are very dis-

similar from those entertained by others.

And, again, our political ideas are not

in accord in many respects with those

of others, and thus we find ourselves

in a very anomalous position, gathered

together here in these valleys of the

mountains, separated to a great extent

from the rest of mankind. We were a

few years ago very decidedly separated.

Now, this portion of the continent has

become almost the highway of the na-

tions. I frequently meet with persons

from France, England, Ireland, Scotland

and Wales, from the various Principal-

ities of Germany; from Russia, Italy,

Spain, Portugal; from Australia, and the

Islands of the sea, and from almost all

the nations of the earth. They pass by


