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here, and hearing that we are a strange

sort of a people, they are desirous to

know something about us as they pass

through.

It frequently becomes a question in

the minds of many—How and in what

manner did these things originate, and

what is the object of our being thus gath-

ered together as a separate and distinct

people? By what motives are we actu-

ated? The world of mankind, whether

in this nation, or in any other nation,

form very strange notions in regard to

our reasons for thus gathering together.

Although we have been striving for a

great many years to enlighten the world

in relation to this and other matters,

still they seem very much at sea in re-

gard to the position which we occupy,

and to our moral, social, religious and

political status. So that it becomes al-

most impossible for people at a distance

from here, notwithstanding we profess

to live in an age of light and intelli-

gence, in an age of railroads, telegraphs,

and telephones, in an age when rapid

communication can be had, say from all

parts of the earth in one day, in an age

of professed knowledge of science, liter-

ature and art, and of everything that

is calculated—or ought to be if properly

conducted—to promote the welfare of the

human family; I say that, notwithstand-

ing all these things, if there is one sub-

ject about which the human family today

is grossly ignorant, it is on the subject of

the principles of the Latter-day Saints. A

short time ago a very distinguished Eu-

ropean gentleman, after eulogizing the

appearance of our city, the quiet and or-

der that prevail, etc., said to me, "Pres-

ident Taylor you can scarcely conceive

how impossible it is, outside of your Ter-

ritory, to obtain correct information re-

garding you as a people;" and an editor of

The North American Review told me he

came here from New York, expressly for

the purpose of getting me to write an ar-

ticle on our present status, thus again

exhibiting the strange attitude which we

occupy before this nation and the world,

and demonstrating that in consequence

of such a flood of falsehood, vitupera-

tion and abuse which is constantly cir-

culated against us, that it is almost im-

possible, as before referred to, to ob-

tain any correct information concerning

us. Some of the literary men who come

along here, express to me the opinion

that we have been maligned and misrep-

resented a good deal. I tell them that

in an age like this people ought to know

better; that they ought to be better in-

formed; that they ought to make them-

selves acquainted with facts within the

reach of everybody; and that there is no

excuse for ignorance in relation to these

matters. Still this ignorance continues.

There is an undercurrent that men gen-

erally are not acquainted with, which op-

erates in the minds of men and produces

these results of which I speak at the

present time. To the Latter-day Saints

there is nothing very mysterious about

this. We have passed through this state

of things in embryo, years and years ago.

Many of you thought, when you heard

the Gospel, and your hearts had been

made glad by obedience thereunto, that

all you would have to do would be to

tell your particular friends and relatives

of these things, and that it would cause

their hearts to rejoice as it did yours. You

felt interested in their welfare and had a

desire to promote their happiness, that

they might rejoice with you in the bless-

ings which you experienced through obe-

dience to the Gospel. But lo and behold!

The moment you opened your mouth


