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competent to take care of ourselves, and
did not require any of his aid, for we had
an organized body of militia that were
quite competent to protect us from their
mobs, and asked his advice. He thereupon
stated it would be better for us not to bring
an armed force, and pledged his faith and
the faith of the State, as Governor, for our
protection. We consented. This he said to
Dr. Bernhisel and myself; and that pledge
was violated by the murder of Joseph and
Hyrum Smith in Carthage jail, and I my-
self received five balls in my person; but
then I am here yet.

Was there anything surprising in all this?
No. If they killed Jesus in former times,
would not the same feeling and influence
bring about the same results in these times?
I had counted the cost when I first started
out, and stood prepared to meet it.

We afterwards came to these valleys of
the mountains. We people have been gath-
ered here and are gathering; but we have
had to encounter very little of such things
as | have referred to. It is true, we had what
was called the Buchanan war, when we pa-
raded up and down, and when we went to
Echo, etc. But there was not much harm
done. It cost the government some forty
million dollars, from what I learn; but
there was no one killed. Two newspaper
reporters who had been sent out here to re-
port the war, got to fighting between them-
selves, and I remember being called upon
by one of them to assist him in his trouble
in Provo. That is all that occurred. We had
to go out and meet the army. We marched
and countermarched—the same as we do
in our dances, you know; one of those
grand marches, marching in and march-
ing out; and finally the President sent
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us a pardon for that which we had never
done. We did not appreciate it very much.
With the exception of that little episode,
we have not had much trouble. I have
heard people complain of our judges and
our governors, and this, that and the other.
Why, bless your soul, how can they send
better men than they have? We need not
expect good men, virtuous men, honor-
able men; they can only send such as they
have, consequently, we need not look for
any better.

Well, what are we to do? They are talk-
ing all kinds of loud things about us now.
They keep on talking. Sometimes they do
a little; sometimes they don’t do much;
sometimes they are very angry with us, and
get up quite a furor. A Presidential election
is coming on, you know, and they are pre-
paring things for that, and the “Mormon
question” is as good a thing as they can
have on both sides of the House—on the
republican side, and on the democratic,
too. “Well,” the question is asked, “What
are they going to do with you?” It don’t
make much difference. They hardly know
themselves. They think they are going to
do a great deal. They will do just what the
Lord will let them, and no more. But we
understand their ideas, I presume, as well
as they do. Here are two political parties.
The republicans long ago put into their
platform that there were two twin relics
that had to be moved out of the way—the
one was slavery, and the other polygamy.
They have removed slavery out of the way,
but polygamy seems to be rather a hard
nut for them to crack. It seems to bother
them. They are in a good deal of trouble
about it, and the religious people are
very much exercised over it. Their pure
souls are very much agonized about things
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