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land of Zion, and you came here. It

was under this influence you came. You

came to learn more fully the law of

God, and to be instructed in the princi-

ples of eternal life. The Lord has said

through the Prophet Jeremiah: "I will

take you one of a city, and two of a fam-

ily, and I will bring you to Zion: And I

will give you pastors according to mine

heart, which shall feed you with knowl-

edge and understanding." This is what

we are gathered here for—to build up the

Zion of our God, to establish the King-

dom of God, and to purify and exalt the

Church of the living God; that His peo-

ple may be presented without spot or

wrinkle, as spoken of in the Scriptures;

that they may be prepared to have an

inheritance among those that are sanc-

tified; and that the principles of eternal

truth may go forth from the land of Zion,

and extend to the ends of the earth, that

the honest in heart may be gathered to-

gether to help establish the principles of

truth upon this land of Zion.

Shall we accomplish this? I think we

shall. But people are opposed to you.

What difference does that make to you

or to me? We are here, as Jesus was, to

do the will of God. "I seek not mine own

will," said the Savior, "but the will of the

Father which hath sent me." We are here

today to do the same thing.

Now, do you feel angry at our ene-

mies? No. They don't know any bet-

ter, and if they did many of them would

not like to act differently. If they are

not capable of comprehending and re-

ceiving the truths of God, we cannot help

it. But shall we be their enemies be-

cause of this? No. Shall we return evil

for evil? No. What shall we return?

Good for evil, blessing for cursing. "Pray

for them which despitefully use you,

and persecute you; That ye may be

the children of your Father which is

in heaven." What was the blessing pro-

nounced upon Abraham? "In thy seed

shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed;" not cursed. Did they carry this

out? Yes. Witness the preaching of the

Apostles in former times in the land of

Asia, and the disciples on this continent.

Who were they? Descendants of Abra-

ham. Whom did they preach to? A good

people, a virtuous people, a holy people?

No, if they had been good, virtuous and

holy, there would have been no need of

a message of that kind being taken to

them. But God felt merciful towards all

the human family; for they are all His

children, and His design was to benefit

and bless them, so far as they would let

Him, and sometimes He has had to deal

with them very severely. On one occasion

He had to cut them off by a flood, because

they had corrupted themselves. Every

imagination of their hearts was evil, and

that continually. They were raising up

a corrupt progeny, and it was an injus-

tice to the spirits that dwelt in the heav-

ens that wished and desired and had a

right to have tabernacles here upon the

earth. Those corrupt men and women

were not fit to be the producers of those

tabernacles, and they had to be cut off.

But God knew how to manipulate these

matters. He prepared a prison house

for them, and when Jesus came He went

and preached to the spirits in prison that

sometime were disobedient in the days of

Noah.

God has always felt interested in

the welfare of the human family;

but there are certain eternal laws

associated with His economy that

have to be carried out, whether in

His Church or out of His Church.

From the members of His Church


