
this nation? We will do them all the good 
we can, and I will say, gentlemen, pursue 
your course, persecute, proscribe, so far 
as God will let you. We can stand these 
things if you can, but woe to those who 
fight against Zion; I say that in the name 
of Israel’s God. If they can stand these 
things we can. We are here to do the will 
of God. Shall we persecute in return? No. 
We will do good for evil, and pray for 
those who despitefully use us, and evil en-
treat us that we may be the children of our 
Heavenly Father. This is the spirit of the 
Gospel of the Son of God, and it is for us 
to carry it out. What shall we do, then? Do 
right; be honest with ourselves; be honest 
with our neighbors; honest with the good; 
honest with the bad; honest, I was going 
to say, with the devil; honest with every-
body. We can afford to do right, whether 
others can or not. We can afford to main-
tain the Constitution and institutions of 
the United States, and all laws, as it is said 
in the Doctrine and Covenants, that are 
constitutional. It is the will of God that 
we should obey them, and sometimes 
we obey laws that we think are not con-
stitutional. I expect, like the Catholics in  
this respect, we shall have to do some 
works of supererogation. However, let us 
do right. Let us maintain the Constitution  
of this government. It was ordained of

God, and if wicked and corrupt men do 
wrong, and administer improperly and un-
righteously, God will deal with them. We 
need not rail and rant and get up a com-
motion about them. We do not cherish 
any ill-will or ill-feelings, but they would 
not like it to be said that they are doing 
the works of their father, the devil: but 
that is what Jesus said about people of the 
same kind in His day. We need not be 
angry with them. Jesus, at the very last, 
even when hanging on the cross and expir-
ing, said, as it were with His last breath, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.” Neither do they in this day. 
But we are the children of the light. Let us 
walk in the light, and be governed by the 
principles of truth and righteousness, vir-
tue and honor, and seek to cleave to God 
in our bodies and in our spirits, which are 
His. If the Latter-day Saints throughout 
the land of Zion, would only fear God and 
work righteousness, there is not a power on 
this side of hell, or the other side either, 
that could harm them; for God will carry 
out His work and His purposes, and if 
He suffers us, at any time to be chastened, 
it will be for our good; but Zion will tri-
umph, and the Kingdom of God will roll 
forth, and no man shall stop its progress 
from this time, henceforth and forever, in 
the name of Jesus. Amen.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES96

JOD Vol 25-LIVE.indd   96JOD Vol 25-LIVE.indd   96 5/27/20   6:51 PM5/27/20   6:51 PM


