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that the wicked rage and the heathen

imagine a vain thing. I am not aston-

ished when certain men get mad, or that

their souls are vexed within them, that

their minds are perplexed, and that they

feel wrought up with anger against a

people who have never injured them or

theirs. One thing I am surprised about in

relation to this matter is, that the Latter-

day Saints themselves should not be as

strongly aroused in the interest of the

Kingdom of God, as the enemies of truth

are against it. When I contemplate the

situation as it is presented to my mind,

I am astonished that so many of the

Latter-day Saints should be so indiffer-

ent and neglectful of duty that they can-

not, apparently, appreciate the impor-

tance of living their religion. I am sur-

prised that there should be any neces-

sity for reformation among the Latter-

day Saints, that is, if I should be sur-

prised at all; though surprised is not

the appropriate word to use, the word

grieved, perhaps, might be used with

greater propriety in this sense. If I would

allow myself to indulge in a feeling of

sorrow, I might indeed feel grieved that

any of us should find ourselves in a con-

dition to require reform in our lives. It

certainly cannot be in consequence of

the lack of evidences of the divinity of

the work in which we are engaged, as

there are so many such evidences tran-

spiring every day in our experience; in

fact the whole spectacle of this latter-

day work is overwhelming in undeniable

proof to the people of God, at least, that

it is His work; while the whole world,

on the contrary, are arrayed against it,

because they cannot see the light. You

who have obeyed the requirements of the

everlasting Gospel, and have been cho-

sen out of the world, having received

the gift of the Holy Ghost, through the

laying on of hands, it is your privilege

to receive the witness of the Spirit for

yourselves; it is your privilege to dis-

cern the mind and will of the Father re-

specting your own welfare, and respect-

ing the final triumph of the work of God.

Why, then, should we be told that "Mor-

monism" is true? Why should we need

any further proof that Joseph Smith was

a true Prophet, or that his predictions

are being fulfilled? Why should it be nec-

essary to prove that the word of God has

come to the world through him, and that

that word is indisputable, that the world

cannot gainsay it? The doctrines and

revelations believed in by the Latter-day

Saints have now been before the world

for 54 years, and during that time what

the world has been pleased to call "Mor-

monism" has been to them an unsolved

problem. The sound of the Book of Mor-

mon has rung in the ears of the civi-

lized world since the year 1830, when it

was published, and the report of it had

gone forth and was being agitated some

time before that; and during the 54 years

that that book has been made public to

the world, there has been no stone un-

turned by the most learned men of the

age to disprove it, and make it appear

a delusion and imposition. In this, how-

ever, they have signally failed, not being

able to produce a single argument that

cannot be successfully met by even the

boys of this community. This may seem

a broad assertion, but it is nevertheless

true. Our Elders have been sent out as

missionaries to the different nations now

for the last 50 years, during which time

they have testified to the truth of the

Book of Mormon, and have invited in-

vestigation of its pages. And although

many in their day and time have arisen

either to ridicule or disprove the truths it


