
112 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

ing the fecundity of the race. Fancy such

a doctrine justified by the noted orator

of the nineteenth century, and reechoed

by the smaller fry throughout the coun-

try! The Latter-day Saints are taught

to reverence the words of the God of

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, concerning

the multiplication of their species, and

are called as His children to multiply

and replenish the earth. If the trav-

eler who visits Utah, will deign to visit

our congregations, our schools and our

Improvement Associations, he can view

hosts of children growing up on every

hand, all of whom are taught to read

and write, and in the common branches

of an English education beyond that

which is found to exist in any other

part of the land under similar circum-

stances. But notwithstanding all this,

they say secretly among themselves, and

in the national and state councils: "This

will never do. A people multiplying

and increasing like this will overrun the

land." They say, as did Pharaoh of old,

"We must do something to stop this in-

crease." Pharaoh devised means of se-

cretly checking it, by charging his mid-

wives, and making a decree, that ev-

ery male child born in Israel should be

put to death. We read that when Moses

was born and his mother found him a

goodly child she disregarded the decree

of the king, and God overruled in her

favor, in pursuance of her faith, and

protected her movements, and Moses

was spared and brought into the king's

house, and unwittingly educated under

his tuition to become the future deliv-

erer of Israel, and the lawgiver of na-

tions. History but repeats itself. The ef-

forts of the wicked to stop the growth and

enlargement of the Latter-day Saints

will as signally fail, and the failure will

be on as natural principles as it was an-

ciently in the days of Moses. For the

Lord has decreed it. He has decreed that

Zion shall prosper, and that in the latter

days righteousness and truth shall pre-

vail. Blessed are all they that will lis-

ten to truth and walk righteously, and

woe! be unto those who fight against

Zion. For the time cometh saith the Lord

of Hosts, when all they that fight against

Zion shall be as a dream of a night vision.

"It shall even be as when an hungry man

dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he

awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as

when a thirsty man dreameth, and, be-

hold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and,

behold, he is faint, and his soul hath ap-

petite: so shall the multitude of all the

nations be, that fight against Zion." This

work is not of man but of God, who has

set His hand the second time to bring

again Zion. And He has said: "Gather

my saints unto me; those that have made

a covenant with me by sacrifice." His

arm is stretched out to accomplish the

purposes which He has predicted by His

Prophets from the beginning of the world

until the present time, and it will not be

turned back until it has accomplished all

things.

May the grace of God be and abide

with us individually and collectively:

may it assist us to remember these

things; may we not forget the high call-

ing whereunto we are called; may we

abide in the truth; may we stand stead-

fast to our work; may we go forward in

our labors, yielding not unto the tempter;

for if we are faithful our triumph is sure

and our reward cometh not from be-

neath, but from above, through our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.


