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says there is but one baptism.

Now, the Book of Mormon comes

forth, and it speaks in exceeding great

plainness upon this point. It not only

gives the mode of baptism which Jesus

gave to His ancient disciples on this con-

tinent; but the very words to be used. It

says that they shall immerse candidates

in the water; and it gives particular di-

rections about the laying on of hands,

and about all the doctrines of the church

of Christ, or of the Gospel. No man who

reads the Book of Mormon, need be at a

loss to know the doctrine of Christ. It

is as plain as it is possible for the En-

glish language to make it, and every-

body can see it. Therefore, most wonder-

fully, when united with the Bible, has it

fulfilled this prediction—the writings of

the descendants of Joseph, of which this

Book is the record.

Another most remarkable prediction

is given in this same chapter; showing

how plainly the Lord revealed to His an-

cient servants who wrote this Book, that

which should take place in the last times.

Lehi in speaking about Moses, said, that

the Lord had revealed to Joseph the

Patriarch, that He would raise up a

mighty prophet named Moses, and that

He should raise up for him a spokesman;

that Moses would not be mighty in word,

but in deed. Here is what the Lord said

unto Joseph the Patriarch, as quoted by

Lehi:

"And the Lord said unto me also:"

[that is, Joseph the Patriarch], "I will

raise up unto the fruit of thy loins; and

I will make for him a spokesman. And

I, behold, I will give unto him that he

shall write the writing of the fruit of thy

loins, unto the fruit of thy loins; and the

spokesman of thy loins shall declare it."

After the church had been organized

some months, Oliver Cowdery, Parley P.

Pratt, Peter Whitmer, and Ziba Petersen

were appointed by the prophet of God to

visit the western boundaries of Missouri.

On their journey westward, they passed

through the western part of Ohio, where

Parley had formerly lived and labored in

connection with the Reformed Baptists.

They called upon one of the founders of

that sect, Sidney Rigdon. They found

him in the town of Kirtland, gave him

a Book of Mormon, and bore their tes-

timony to him of the restoration of the

Gospel. Sidney Rigdon said to them:

"You tell me a strange tale. I will ex-

amine this book;" and he commenced to

do so. They were all young men, Sid-

ney Rigdon was many years their senior.

Rigdon examined the book, and became

convinced that it was the word of God.

He was baptized in the town of Kirtland,

and the foundation of a great work was

laid there. God afterwards revealed that

this man was to be a spokesman, and

he became the spokesman to this people

and to the world for the prophet Joseph.

Those who knew Sidney Rigdon, know

how wonderfully God inspired him, and

with what wonderful eloquence he de-

clared the word of God to the people. He

was a mighty man in the hands of God,

as a spokesman, as long as the prophet

lived, or up to a short time before his

death. Thus you see that even this which

many might look upon as a small matter,

was predicted about 1,700 years before

the birth of the Savior, and was quoted

by Lehi 600 years before the same event,

and about 2,400 years before its fulfill-

ment, and was translated by the power

of God, through his servant Joseph,

as was predicted should be the case,


