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At the request of the Presidency of

Davis Stake of Zion, I have delivered

two lectures in each of the Wards of that

county. Being a young man, I have ad-

dressed myself to the young people, with

a view to strengthen their faith in the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, which has been

revealed anew to the earth in this age of

the world. And in considering the sub-

ject before us tonight—"Joseph Smith's

Mission"—I desire to show to my young

brethren and sisters that our fathers

have not been following cunningly de-

vised fables, but that they have, and so

have we, good and sufficient reasons for

believing in the mission of Joseph Smith

as a divine one.

In considering the subject of our lec-

ture, the question naturally arises; What

was Joseph Smith's mission? It was the

mission of Joseph Smith, under God's di-

rection, to establish the Church of Christ

and the Kingdom of God upon the earth;

and to the accomplishment of this work

he devoted the whole energy of his life,

and was faithful unto death.

But this statement of what his

mission was, gives birth to another

question: "Is there any necessity for such

a work as is ascribed to Joseph Smith

being performed?" The Christian world

believe that when Christ was upon the

earth in the flesh, that he then estab-

lished his Church and Kingdom, and

that it has continued among men from

that time until the present. And al-

though many changes have taken place

in regard to principles and doctrines,

and divisions and subdivisions have dis-

tracted the religious world—yet they

claim that those things which are essen-

tial to the existence of Christ's Church

and Kingdom have remained among

men. This is their theory. We have a the-

ory which is opposite to theirs.

The first revelation that Joseph

Smith received from the Lord, was that

men were teaching for doctrine the com-

mandments and precepts of men, and

that He [the Lord] did not acknowledge

their institutions as His Church or King-

dom, and told Joseph to join none of

them.

Here then you see, we have two

propositions presented to us; if one

is true the other must be false;


