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both cannot be correct. If the theory

held by the Christian world be true, then

there appears no necessity for such a

work as we ascribe to Joseph Smith be-

ing performed; for if the Kingdom of God

has continued upon the earth from the

days of Jesus until the present, then

there would be no need of anyone be-

ing raised up to establish that which

was already here; and proving that there

was no necessity for such a work as

that ascribed to Joseph Smith would be

a big stride towards proving that he

was an impostor. But if we can show

that the theory held by the Christian

world is incorrect—if we can prove that

there has been an apostasy—that men

have been following for doctrine the com-

mandments of men; if we can prove

that Christ's Church and Kingdom were

not upon the earth at the time Joseph

Smith's Mission commenced—then the

necessity of such a work as we claim

he performed, becomes apparent; and if

there is a necessity for such a work as the

restoration of the Kingdom of God to the

Earth, may not Joseph Smith have been

the instrument in the hands of God, in

performing that work?

Let us consider the question then—

Has there been an apostasy? We can-

not examine this subject in detail. All

we shall be able to do, is to briefly re-

fer to some of those prophecies which re-

late to the subject. We begin by call-

ing your attention to the 24th chapter of

Isaiah, commencing with the 4th verse:

"The earth mourneth and fadeth away,

the world languisheth and fadeth away,

the haughty people of the earth do lan-

guish.

"The earth also is defiled under the

inhabitants thereof; because they have

transgressed the laws, changed the ordi-

nance, broken the everlasting covenant.

"Therefore hath the curse devoured

the earth, and they that dwell therein

are desolate: therefore the inhabitants

of the earth are burned, and few men are

left."

I have had men in the world try to

reason away the force of this prophecy,

in the following manner: They reminded

us that Isaiah lived in the Mosaic dis-

pensation, when the law of carnal com-

mandments was in force; and claim that

it was of this carnal law of which Isa-

iah spake—it was the law of Moses that

was to be transgressed; the Mosaic or-

dinances which were to be changed; the

Mosaic covenant which was to be bro-

ken. These assertions, however, are

incorrect—from the fact that the Mosaic

law never was considered, by those who

understood it, "an everlasting covenant."

It was given for a special purpose, and

when it had accomplished that purpose,

it was laid aside.

We read from Galatians, 3rd chapter

and 8th verse:

"And the scripture, foreseeing that

God would justify the heathen through

faith, preached before the gospel unto

Abraham, saying, In thee shall all na-

tions be blessed."

From this it appears that the Gospel

was preached unto Abraham. In the 4th

chapter of Hebrews and 2nd verse, Paul

in speaking of ancient Israel, says:

"For unto us was the gospel preached,

as well as unto them: but the word

preached did not profit them, not being

mixed with faith in them that heard it."

Not only then was the Gospel preached

unto Abraham, but also unto the chil-

dren of Israel. Now, let us go back to the

3rd chapter of Galatians, for Paul hav-

ing stated that the Gospel was preached

unto Abraham, asks this question (19th

verse):

"Wherefore then serveth the law?

It was added because of transgres-


