
of iron, was divided and subdivided, until 
the kingdoms represented by the feet 
and toes of this image are in existence. 
Concerning these feet and toes, Daniel 
says, “And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay. THEY” Who? Why those 
nations which sprung up out of the ruins 
of the Roman Empire—“they shall mingle 
themselves with the seed of men: but they 
shall not cleave one to another, even as 
iron is not mixed with clay.” The nations 
now in existence marry and intermarry—
“mingle themselves with the seed of men,” 
striving in this manner to unite their inter-
est, and avert calamity, but all in vain; they 
do not cleave together any more than hard 
pieces of iron will dissolve and become one 
substance with clay. We have now traced 
this prophecy down to our own times—to 
the kingdoms that exist in our own days. 
What comes next? Why, says Daniel, “In 
the days of these kings,” represented by 
the feet and toes of the image, “shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand forever.”

Not only, then, does John tell us that 
the Gospel, in the hour of God’s judgment, 
shall be restored to the earth by the min-
istry of an angel, but the Prophet Daniel 
has proclaimed to us, that in the last days 
(for he says—2nd chapter, 28th verse—
“There is a God who maketh known unto 
the king, what shall be in the latter days”), 
the God of heaven would set up His  
kingdom, and has given us the assurance 
that it would stand forever. No hand-
writing will ever appear upon the walls of  
the temples of that kingdom, saying the 
kingdom is divided and given to another

people. Whatever may be our fate as indi-
viduals, we may rest assured the Kingdom 
of God has come to stay.

Having shown from the Scriptures not 
only that there would be a universal apos-
tasy, but also a restoration of the Gospel, 
and the setting up of the Kingdom of God 
in the last days, we are now at liberty to 
inquire what the reasons of men are for re-
jecting Joseph Smith as God’s instrument 
in accomplishing this work.

Is the fact that Joseph Smith was re-
jected by the world, hated and persecuted 
by thousands, any evidence against his 
being the chosen servant of God, to ac-
complish the mighty work of setting up 
the Kingdom of God upon the earth in 
the last days? Let history answer that ques-
tion. How have the servants of God been 
received in all ages of the world? Much 
in the same way that Joseph Smith was. 
Paul, in speaking of the Prophets, tells us, 
“They were stoned, they were sawn asun-
der, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword: they wandered about in sheepskins 
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented” (Heb. xi, 37). Jesus was hated 
and despised by the world, and finally put 
to death by the wicked. His Apostles and 
disciples fared but little better. Concerning 
the Apostles, Paul says: “We are fools for 
Christ’s sake, * * Even unto this pres-
ent time we both hunger, and thirst, and 
are naked, and are buffeted, and have no 
certain dwellingplace; And labor, work-
ing with our own hands: being reviled, we 
bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being 
defamed, we intreat: we are made as the 
filth of the world, and are the offscouring 
of all things unto this day.” (1 Cor. iv.)  
Was Joseph Smith despised any more
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