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than these ancient servants of God were?

But Jesus says: "Blessed are ye, when

men shall hate you, and when they shall

separate you from their company, and

shall reproach you, and cast out your

name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for

joy: for behold, your reward is great

in heaven: for in like manner did their

fathers unto the prophets. Woe unto

you, when all men shall speak well of

you! for so did their fathers to the false

prophets." (Luke vi, 22, 26).

On another occasion the same Great

Teacher said to His disciples: "If the

world hate you, ye know that it hated

me before it hated you. If ye were of

the world, the world would love his own:

but because ye are not of the world, but I

have chosen you out of the world, there-

fore the world hateth you." And does

not the same principle hold good today?

And if Joseph Smith was indeed God's

servant, would not the world hate him?

This principle also holds good when ap-

plied to the people of God as a whole. If

the Latter-day Saints were as vile and

corrupt, or as ungodly as they are rep-

resented to be by their enemies, if they

were as licentious as they are said to

be—then as God lives they would be of

the world: and if of the world, and the

principle which Jesus laid down be true,

then the world would love them: but

from the fact that this people are hated

of the world, we have an assurance that

they are not of the world: but God hath

chosen them out of the world, and the

world hate them.

That Joseph Smith was despised, re-

jected, and persecuted by men, is no

valid objection to his being the hon-

ored servant of God. I have heard

other objections urged against Joseph

Smith: such as that he was un-

learned—uneducated in the wisdom of

the world—and this was true. That is,

in his youth he was unlettered, and his

scholastic attainments were limited, but

as he grew to manhood, his lack of ed-

ucation could scarcely be complained of,

as he proved himself able to cope with all

the scholars of the age.

It is also alleged that both he and

his followers were men that came from

the humble walks of life, and were not

among the lawyers, the rulers, and the

professors. The same objections were

urged against Jesus and His followers—

His Apostles. But what does such an

objection amount to? Are not these the

class of men that God has almost in-

variably called to perform His work? I

read the following passage from the first

Chapter of I. Corinthians:

"For ye see your calling, brethren,

how that not many wise men after the

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,

are called:

"But God hath chosen the foolish

things of the world to confound the wise;

and God hath chosen the weak things of

the world to confound the things that are

mighty;

"And base things of the world, and

things which are despised, hath God cho-

sen, yea, and the things which are not, to

bring to nought things that are: That no

flesh should glory in his presence."

To say, then, that Joseph Smith's es-

tate was lowly, and that he was un-

learned when called to the work of God,

instead of being a valid objection against

him, is, to the contrary, an evidence in

his favor.

Having thus disposed of the objec-

tions made against his being a good

man and a servant of God, let us

next inquire into the evidence of his

being an instrument in the hands of

God, in restoring the Gospel, and


